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COCONINO COUNTY

Dear Coconino County Residents,
Thank you for reading another
edition of the Report to Citizens. In this
issue, we’ve identified a theme of wildfire
preparedness. The upcoming season has
everyone concerned so this issue focuses
on information critical to fire safety and
awareness, weather, fire restrictions and
what to do in an emergency.
We’ve already seen that this could
be a very active, long and dangerous fire
season. In the event of an evacuation,
people should know immediately that
it’s time to get out and head to safety.
The recent Copley Fire, near Winona, is a
reminder of the importance of emergency
notifications that are proven to save lives.
We strongly encourage everyone to go
to coconino.az.gov/ready and sign up for
these critical notifications.
As most are aware, Coconino County
(and all of Arizona) has experienced
significant, drought-like conditions
since October 2017 – Flagstaff didn’t
even see its first winter storm until Jan.
9. Unfortunately, the 90-day weather
outlook (Page 6), provided by the National
Weather Service, is forecasting a windy
spring without significant amounts of
moisture. We encourage everyone to be
mindful of Red Flag Warnings issued by the
NWS and to be extremely mindful of fire
behavior. Contact your fire district for burn
permits, be mindful of fire restrictions and
remember it is illegal to burn on Red Flag
days. www.weather.gov/fgz
In the case of a large-scale wildland
fire, the County has adopted the

state-wide fire safety and emergency
preparedness program called Ready, Set,
Go! (Page 19), which was also adopted
by the Coconino County Sheriff and the
Arizona Sheriff’s Association. The Ready,
Set, Go! initiative provides easy-to-follow
steps to ensure that these threats are
avoided and that you are prepared in the
upcoming months. Steps such as removing
the flammable debris (such as dry leaves
and shrubbery) from porches and gutters
help to create a more defendable living
space and being prepared to evacuate
immediately to a shelter or to family/
friends outside the affected area.
Please follow the County on
Facebook (www.facebook.com/
coconinocounty)Twitter (www.twitter.com/
coconinocounty), and Instagram (www.
instagram.com/coconinocounty) for more
information and updates on wildfires,
emergency notifications and much more.
Please enjoy this edition of the Report
to Citizens and don’t forget to sign up
today for emergency notifications at
coconino.az.gov/ready.

Jim Parks
Supervisor
District 4

Lena Fowler
Supervisor
District 5

Sincerely,
The Coconino County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Matt Ryan, Vice-Chair Art Babbott,
District 2 Supervisor Liz Archuleta, District 4
Supervisor Jim Parks and District 5 Supervisor
Lena Fowler.
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T

he Coconino Hispanic Advisory Council
(C.H.A.C.) is a group of Hispanic leaders
who build bridges of connection and communication. C.H.A.C. honors Hispanic Trailblazers, community leaders and Veterans who
have served their community with selfless
hours of work and recognizes young leaders
advancing in community service.
C.H.A.C. promotes Hispanic cultural
arts, historic events and community leadership. In collaboration with community
groups, it funds such cultural events as the
Nuestras Raices’s Tardeada and the Museum
of Northern Arizona’s Día de Los Muertos.
C.H.A.C. supplements NAU Hispanic Student
funds for the Día de Los Muertos Celebrations. The students learn about leadership,
organizational skills and the historical grassroots of the Hispanic Community.
The annual Cesar B. Chavez Breakfast
is one of the Council’s signature events. It
celebrates diversity and communication
with County, city and community leaders.

Trail Blazers are community leaders and
veterans who do extraordinary community
service are also recognized at this event.
Promoting higher education and community services is another priority. C.H.A.C.
works with the NAU Hispanic Convocation
committee by supporting Latinos Outdoors
to promote outdoor family activities. The
Council purchases cultural graduation sashes for their Hispanic Convocation Ceremony
at Flagstaff High School. C.H.A.C. also assisted in the Flagstaff High School Career
Fair and Northern Arizona Annual CollegeCareer Fair sponsored by the local college.
Members also volunteer to do Spanish
translation for parents and assisted families
in their search for college information.
Coconino County also has two other
Advisory Councils: Inter-Tribal (ITAC) and
African American (AAAC). To learn about
all three councils, including how to join, go
to www.coconino.az.gov under Boards and
Commissions or call Susie Garretson at 928679-7147.

Meetings take place in the Board of Supervisors
Chambers on the first floor of the Coconino County
Administrative Building at 219 E. Cherry Ave. in
Flagstaff and can be live-streamed at http://www.
coconino.az.gov/1589/BOS-Video-Stream:
DATE

TIME

May 1
May 15
June 5
June 19
June 27
Aug. 7
Aug. 21
Sept. 11
Sept. 25

11:30 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.
6 p.m.
TBD
10 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.
6 p.m.

Tentative Budget Adoption

Final Budget Adoption
Set Tax Rates

This schedule is subject to change. For the most up-to-date information,
visit www.coconino.az.gov or call 928-679-7120. Agendas are available at
www.coconino.az.gov/agendacenter on the Friday before each meeting.

www.coconino.az.gov
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COCONINO COUNTY

Greetings, County Residents!
Supervisor Art Babbott,
District 1

C

atastrophic wildfire, and the
flooding that often
follows destructive
wildfires, represents
the number one
public safety risk for
Coconino
County’s
citizens and communities. With winter
snowpack 60 percent below average, we are
heading into a potentially significant 2018
fire season. I have worked hard to expand
County resources, capacity and advocacy to
increase the scale and pace of regional forest
restoration work. A key component of this
capacity is the creation of a County Forest
Restoration Director position.
Without viable forest products industries, landscape-scale restoration cannot succeed. Industry has clearly identified areas
which the County can assist in supporting the
development of regional forest industries.

Supervisor Matt Ryan,
District 3

T

he most worrisome time of
the year is when we
approach the unpredictable season of fire
- and this year has us
very worried. Fire and
post-wildfire flooding is the number
one public health and
safety threat in our County.
We have experience from the Schultz
Fire and Flood, which is helping us redefine
our approach to become proactive in planning and intervention, particularly with our
Flood Control District. We hope to create pilot programs as noted below.
Using FEMA funds, we did a County-wide
assessment in which Bill Williams Mountain
watershed ranked as the greatest risk. This
assessment evaluated flooding risk and debris flows in the aftermath of a wildfire. Williams is at significant risk if the north side of
Bill Williams Mountain burns, or even if only
4
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Expertise in road construction, road maintenance, surveying, GIS analysis and developing
industrial land opportunities for forest industries are all examples of areas in which the
County can play an innovative and supportive
role towards building a viable forest industry
private sector.
The County is also applying to fund a forest industry incubator project for our region.
The goal is to strategically connect the range
of forest industries necessary in a low value
timber landscape. Forest products that could
be potentially integrated into this incubator
proposal include conventional sawmill products, soil amendment products (biochar and
compost), bark mulch and chips for biomass
based energy production. Viable industries
are critical for the success of this project.
The goal of restoration is to allow fire
to play its natural, productive role in our
Ponderosa pine ecosystem. By increasing
the pace of restoration and expanding forest industries that serve our regional restoration goals, our communities will be safer,
our economy stronger and our environment
more resilient in the face of climate change.
the Cataract Watershed burns. The number
of structures and critical facilities impacted by
flood depths greater than one foot in the 100year event could increase by 350 percent in the
event of a fire. The City Dam reservoir capacity would be significantly decreased and water
quality would be compromised. We are working with Northern Arizona University’s Rural
Policy Institute to do an economic impact study
in the event of fire and flooding. We also know
from the analysis that forest health initiatives
can effectively mitigate as much as 58 percent
of the post-fire flood and debris-flow risk. We
are working with partner agencies in seeking
funding for thinning and mitigation efforts on
and around Bill Williams Mountain. The County
was successful in getting a USFS Secure Rural Schools Title II Rural Advisory Committee
Grant to develop a pre-disaster plan should
the worst occur. The County launched the Bill
Williams Mountain Disaster Planning Initiative
in January with stakeholders participating in a
kick-off meeting.
As we head into this unpredictable fire
season, please take an individual, proactive
role in removing fire risk on your property
and developing a plan should fire occur.

Chairwoman and
Supervisor Liz
Archuleta, District 2

permit and to make sure there are not any restrictions. Use this link www.weather.gov/fgz
to check for Red Flag Days. We ALL need to be
proactive to keep our community safe.
I am collaborating with several entities
and home owners to help re-establish the forest entry point on Copeland Lane in Timberline. You might remember that the flood of
2010 severely damaged this access. We hope
to have work started and completed this fall.
The trail provides pedestrian and equestrian
access to the forest.
I’m advocating for our local Kindercamp
Program that helps preschool children prepare for kindergarten. The program helps our
children who do not have the opportunity to
go to preschool or day care to get the extra
boost necessary to be successful in kindergarten. My goal is to raise $50,000. Please consider making a donation at https://nazunitedway.
org/get-involved/donate/
I’m available, so don’t hesitate to call;
(928) 679-7162.

Supervisor Jim Parks,
District 4

means a lack of defense against the bark beetle and possibly dying trees. To make matters
worse, our high springtime winds suck what
little moisture there is right out of the soil.
What does all this mean? Take seriously the looming fire season and do
what you can to decrease fuel loads on
your property and the surrounding area.
Take the initiative to clear trash, slash,
weeds and debris away from your home
and yard, and haul it to the dump. Mow
those weeds and cut low-hanging and
dead branches away from the trunks of
trees. Haul off any unwanted old junk
that could harbor a fire or just be in the
way of fighting a fire on your property.
These are commonsense things that you
would do anyway to clean up the yard
and be firewise.
See you at the dump!

Supervisor Lena Fowler,
District 5

some highlights of current projects as well as
what’s coming up soon throughout District 5 in
support of our region’s economic growth and
development.
As someone who was born and raised
surrounded by some of the most stunning
views and wonders of nature, I have learned
that a well-developed trail system that allows
us to explore and appreciate our landscapes
can have a positive impact not only on our
health and well-being but also be a powerful
economic development strategy. With this in
mind, I started working with Continued on page 5

A

s we are still seeing the continuance of the dry winter
into a dry spring, I cannot stress enough the
importance of clearing your property of
potential fire hazards
& debris. The County
supports
cleaning
your property of green waste through our annual Community Cleanup Voucher Days. The
unincorporated area of District 2 residents will
receive two vouchers for use at the City Landfill during the week or on Saturday between
June 1 through June 9, 2018. The vouchers
will be in mailboxes soon. City Residents can
place green waste for curb-side bulk pick-up.
Should you wish to burn, please contact
your fire station to obtain the proper burn

W

elcome to spring
once again. This
spring may not look like
most, as it has been drier than many, with only about a third of the
rainfall/snowmelt that
is considered normal.
These drought conditions are beginning to
look as severe as the spring of 2002, and have
many people concerned about the possible intensity of the coming fire season. Although we
have had some recent rains and snow events,
we are still way behind the curve on moisture.
The evidence is hard to escape... pinon trees
already seem to be going into shock... which

www.coconino.az.gov

T

he spring season is
a wonderful time
to enjoy our beautiful landscapes and
trails while continuing
to work diligently to
ensure that our rural
residents’ voices are
heard on issues that
impact us all. Here are
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Continued from page 4

the national Old Spanish Trail Association to
identify, map and conduct a recreation and
development strategy plan for our region. This
is in line with my existing work for transitioning the northern arizona region’s economy
given the expected shutdown of NGS. In addition, I continue to oversee the Page Higher
Education Consortium, which is now known as
Northern Arizona College Connection, and am
excited to share that there are now new courses offered for certifications such as Apartment
Maintenance Technician and Houseboat Maintenance.
As my focus on education and economic
development expands, the need for reliable,
commercial grade broadband in District 5 has
been identified as a reason that prevents our
region from further engaging in today’s economy. To address this issue, I initiated recurring
meetings with the Tuba City/ Moenkopi Broadband Stakeholders, including NTUA, APS, BIA
and ADOT to work on bringing fiber to Tuba
City and the Village of Moenkopi.
Another success of this season was the

free tax preparation through the VITA program. Our Tuba City volunteers completed
over 400 tax returns for individuals and families earning less than $75,000 annually, and I
am glad to have been able to provide this type
of support to our residents.
As we move into the upcoming
months, I am pleased to announce that
the Northern Arizona Regional Economic
Outlook conference is scheduled for October 11 & 12, 2018 in Page, AZ. I hope
that many of you will join us for the conference and also stay in the region for the
weekend and the Navajo Bridge Star Party
on Friday and Saturday October 14 & 15,
2018 in Marble Canyon, AZ.
Finally, as we step into warmer and
drier weather conditions, I would like to remind our citizens to please use extreme caution with campfires and any other activity
that could potentially cause a wildfire. Coconino County has launched the Ready, Set,
Go! Program and I encourage all residents
to follow the Program and to subscribe to
its Emergency Notification System.

Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library in Coconino County
Submitted by Steve Peru, Pres/CEO, United Way of Northern Arizona

“I

nspiring kids to love to read became my
mission. In the beginning, my hope was
simply to inspire the children in my home county but here we are today with a worldwide program” Dolly Parton
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is
a book gifting program that mails
free, high-quality books to children from birth until they begin school, no matter their
family’s income.
After launching in
1995, the program grew
quickly. First books were
only distributed to children
living in Sevier County, Tennessee where Dolly grew up.
It became such a success that
in 2000 a national replication effort was underway. By 2003, Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library had mailed
one million books. It would prove to be the
first of many millions of books sent to children
around the world.
Dolly’s home state of Tennessee pledged
to pursue statewide coverage in 2004 and

global expansion was on the horizon. After
the United States, the program launched
in Canada in 2006 followed by the United Kingdom in 2007 and Australia joined in 2013. Recently, Dolly Parton visited the Library of Congress to celebrate a major milestone in the
Imagination Library’s history: delivery
of its 100 millionth book.
In Coconino County, the
Dolly Parton Imagination
Library is provided by the
United Way of Northern
Arizona. Each year, over
10,000 books are mailed to
children, new born to age 5,
residing in Coconino County.
The Dolly Parton Imagination
Library is supported each year
through the United Way of Northern Arizona’s Community Investment
Campaign which provides funding to offset
the approx. $30 per year the program costs
each child.

Mountain Line Vanpool Program
The Key to Your Commute

A

re you sick of putting the mileage
and wear and tear on your own vehicle as you commute to work across Coconino County? Leave your personal vehicle behind and sign up for the Mountain
Line Vanpool Program!
Brought to you by the award-winning
Mountain Line transit system in Flagstaff,
in conjunction with Enterprise Rideshare,
the Vanpool Program is of greatest value
to those commuting 12 miles or more
one-way. A group of about 5-15 commuters shares the cost of a monthly lease
for the vehicle, plus fuel. Most vanpoolers save 80 percent compared to driving
alone, and Mountain Line offers a $400
monthly subsidy, which makes leaving
your car behind even easier.
Employers across the County are embracing the Vanpool Program as a way to
attract and retain employees. Pink Jeep
Tours needed to recruit more drivers
at the Grand Canyon, but many people
aren’t interested in living at the Canyon.
In order to be more attractive to drivers
from Flagstaff, they established a Vanpool Program. In the high tourist season,
as many as six Pink Jeep workers commute together between Flagstaff and
the Grand Canyon.
Pink Jeep Tours Vanpooler Jim
Schmelzle likes they can all trade off driving to eliminate the chance of fatigue,
and commented that it’s quite relaxing
when you don’t have to drive! One of the
benefits of a vanpool
program is that
anyone who is
interest-

ed (and qualifies) can drive the vehicle,
so different people can take the wheel
each day, while the other vanpoolers
nap, catch up on work, read or do whatever they want.
Jim is also thrilled to not be putting
the wear and tear on his own vehicle.
Through Enterprise Rideshare, all Vanpool vehicles include scheduled and unscheduled maintenance and repairs, 24hour roadside service, insurance and an
emergency ride home program. And, the
vehicle can be used during the day for errands, appointments and other personal
business.
A side benefit of vanpooling is the
camaraderie. Jim is pleasantly surprised
by how well they all get along. “We genuinely enjoy each other’s company, and
consequently the trip goes by very quickly,” he said.
Visit www.mountainlinevanpool.
com to learn more about the Mountain
Line Vanpool Program, and to search
for existing vanpools that might work
for your commute. If vanpooling seems
like a good fit for you individually, or
for your company, call Mountain Line’s
Estella Hollander at 928-606-7552.

For more information, contact United Way
of Northern Arizona at 928-773-9813
www.coconino.az.gov
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COCONINO COUNTY

90-Day Weather Outlook

W

e always have a fire season in
Northern Arizona. The only
question is, “How long will it be?” This
year, it could be serious. Two factors are
converging which may lead to a prolonged
and high-impact fire season for Northern
Arizona: 1) very dry conditions throughout
the recent winter; and 2) the outlook for a
warmer and drier-than-normal spring and
early summer.
With the lack of snow and persistent
warm temperatures, it’s no surprise
that this winter has been very dry across
northern Arizona. How dry has it been?
In the high county, it’s easily in the top 10
for most locations (6th driest in Flagstaff).
For the lower elevations, this winter
6
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season has been among the driest ever
recorded. Most of Coconino County
is now designated as being in Severe
or Extreme drought. Other locations
around Northern Arizona are feeling the
drought as bad, or even worse than here
in Coconino County.
Recently-released precipitation and
temperature outlooks for the spring
and early summer are not encouraging,
indicating that the odds are tilted in
favor of warmer-than-normal, and drier
than normal conditions across the area.
Given the current drought conditions
and the outlook for drier than normal
conditions, we anticipate an extended
fire season this year with above normal

fire potential.
Our worst fire seasons are
characterized by little or no precipitation
in from late April through June. This
is a very critical period, and the fire
danger typically ramps up quickly as
the temperatures warm and humidity
decreases through the early summer.
However, receiving well-timed storms
which deliver significant precipitation in
the next month or two, could minimize
the potential for significant fires – such
was the case in 2015 and 2016.
Now is the time to prepare, and
be sure you have taken the needed
precautions in the event of significant
fires in your area.

www.coconino.az.gov

T

he Coconino and Kaibab National
Forests are part of a fire-adapted
ecosystem here in Northern Arizona. They are dependent on fire to play a
natural role in maintaining vibrant forest
health. Fire on the landscape is critical to
how the overall ecosystem functions and
to reducing threats posed to our communities by unnaturally severe wildfire and
its sometimes devastating aftereffects.
However, not all fire starts are good
for our forests or our communities. The U.S.
Forest Service needs the public’s help to
reduce the number of unwanted, humancaused starts, particularly during times of
the year when a wildfire’s effects could be
devastating for all of us.
One of the ways for members of the
public to help is to be aware of current conditions and stay abreast of any fire restrictions or forest closures that may be in effect.
Why Do We Implement Fire Restrictions
or Forest Closures?
The number one reason is to protect human life, property and our natural resources.
At certain times of the year, the smallest spark
could become a dangerous wildfire that could
threaten lives and property.
We constantly evaluate forest conditions, especially as dry, warm and windy
weather arrives in northern Arizona each
spring. Conditions can change quickly
throughout the year, though, and we are always prepared to respond if needed to try
to prevent a potentially dangerous wildfire
from starting.
We use specific criteria to determine
what stage of fire restrictions to implement and when. These criteria include
current and predicted weather, how many
resources we have available to fight fires,
fuel moisture in the forest, fire behavior
and containment challenges as well as several other factors.
Regardless of what level of fire restrictions we implement, not all fires can be
prevented. Fires start from careless forest users, lightning and inadvertent human
causes. We live in a fire-adapted ecosystem
that depends on fire for its health, so it’s
never a question of IF a wildfire will start,
but WHEN and HOW we will be able to re-
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spond to it.
We need your assistance to reduce the
number of unwanted, human-caused fires.
You can help by:
• Being aware of current conditions and
staying abreast of any fire restrictions or
forest closures;
• Never having a campfire on a windy day,
even if no fire restrictions are in effect;
• Never abandoning a campfire and always
ensuring you put it out fully and properly
before departing; and,
• Adhering to the guidelines of the One
Less Spark campaign, www.readyforwildfire.org/One-Less-Spark-Campaign,
which provides easy-to-follow advice on
preventing all the common human causes

of wildfire.
Determining When Fire Restrictions
Should Be Implemented
The Coconino and Kaibab National
Forests use the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) to assist in determining when fire restrictions may be implemented. Using this tool helps fire managers to identify critical times when fires
can become difficult to control. It is also
an easy way for members of the public to
understand current conditions in the forest.
The Different Stages of Fire Restrictions
Fire restrictions come in different
stages and become more prohibitive with
each stage. Most forests begin by imple-

menting a Stage I Restriction and, if conditions worsen, Stage II is implemented.
There is no “Stage III” when conditions
worsen further. Instead, an Area Closure a
Forest Closure are usually the next steps.
Note: This represents the standard
language for fire restrictions in the
Southwest area. Actual fire restrictions
may vary slightly in any given year depending on conditions. Also, wording
for the prohibition may be slightly different depending on the unit. Be sure to
check with the National Forest you will
be visiting to ensure you understand all
restrictions.

STAGE I (GENERAL)

The following acts are prohibited:

STAGE I EXEMPTIONS:
• Persons using a device solely fueled by
liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can be
turned on and off. Such devices can only be
used in an area that is barren or cleared of
all overhead and surrounding flammable
materials within three feet of the device.

STAGE 1

STAGE 1
ARE IN EFFECT FOR THE COCONINO NATIONAL FOREST
1. Fires, campfires, charcoal, coal, and wood stoves.
Exceptions: Using a device that is solely fueled by liquid petroleum or LPG fuels
that can be turned on and off is allowed in areas that are barren or cleared of all
overhead and surrounding flammable materials within three feet of the device.
Campfires are only allowed at specific developed recreation sites, listed below:
FLAGSTAFF RANGER DISTRICT
• Arizona Nordic Village
• Ashurst Lake Campground
• Bonito Campground
• Canyon Vista Campground
• Dairy Springs Campground
• Double Springs Campground
• Fernow & Kendrick Cabins
• Forked Pine Campground
• Lake View Campground
• Little Elden Horse Camp
• Lockett Meadow Campground
• Lower Lake Mary Day-Use Site
• Narrows Picnic Area
• O’Leary Group Campground
• Pine Grove Campground
• Upper Lake Mary Boating Site

1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, charcoal, coal or wood
stove other than in a developed campsite
or picnic area listed in the order.
2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle, building or a developed recreation
site/improved site or while stopped in an
area at least three feet in diameter that
is barren or cleared of all flammable materials.

RED ROCK RANGER DISTRICT
• Beaver Creek Day-Use Site
• Cave Springs Campground
• Chavez Group Site Campground
• Clear Creek Campground
• Crescent Moon Ranch Day-Use Site
• Crescent Moon Cabin
• Manzanita Campground
• Pine Flat Campground
MOGOLLON RIM RANGER DISTRICT
• Blue Ridge Campground
• Clints Well Campground
• Knoll Lake Campground
• Moqui Group Site Campground
• Rock Crossing Campground

2. Smoking
Exceptions: Smoking is allowed within an enclosed vehicle, building or
developed recreation site (as listed above).
The national forests use fire restrictions to help prevent unwanted, human-caused fires and to limit the exposure
of visitors during periods of potentially dangerous fire conditions. Implementation of fire restrictions normally
occurs based on a combination of factors that are carefully measured. Criteria used to determine when to
implement restrictions include things such as current and predicted weather, fuel moisture, fire activity levels
and available firefighting resources.
Additional restrictions may be applied as conditions warrant. Fire restrictions typically remain in effect until
the forests receive significant precipitation, at which time they will be rescinded. An explanation of the different
stages of fire restrictions and what is typically prohibited during those stages can be found online at:

www.tinyurl.com/firestagesexplained.

Visitors should be aware that violating campfire restrictions on the Coconino National
Forest is a violation that carries a mandatory appearance in federal court.

ARE IN EFFECT FOR THE KAIBAB NATIONAL FOREST

1. Fires, campfires, charcoal, coal, and wood stoves.
Exceptions: Using a device that is solely fueled by liquid petroleum
or LPG fuels that can be turned on and off is allowed in areas that
are barren or cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable
materials within three feet of the device. Campfires are only allowed
at the hosted developed recreation sites.

2. Smoking
Exceptions: Smoking is allowed within an enclosed vehicle, building
or hosted developed recreation site.

The national forests use fire restrictions to help prevent unwanted,
human-caused fires and to limit the exposure of visitors during
periods of potentially dangerous fire conditions. Implementation of
fire restrictions normally occurs based on a combination of factors
that are carefully measured. Criteria used to determine when to
implement restrictions include things such as current and predicted
weather, fuel moisture, fire activity levels and available firefighting
resources.
Additional restrictions may be applied as conditions warrant.
Fire restrictions typically remain in effect until the forests receive
significant precipitation, at which time they will be rescinded. An
explanation of the different stages of fire restrictions and what is
typically prohibited during those stages can be found online at:

www.tinyurl.com/firestagesexplained.

Forest officials would also like to remind visitors that having a campfire on the
National Forest while under fire restrictions is a violation that carries a mandatory
appearance in federal court.
Supervisor’s Office
800 South 6th Street
Williams, AZ 86046
(928) 635-8200

www.coconino.az.gov

Williams Ranger District
742 South Clover Road
Williams, AZ 86046
(928) 635-5600

Tusayan Ranger District
176 Lincoln Log Loop
PO Box 3088
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
(928) 638-2443

North Kaibab Ranger District
430 South Main Street
PO Box 248
Fredonia, AZ 86022
(928) 643-7395
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STAGE II (ELEVATED)
The following acts are prohibited:
1. Building maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, charcoal, coal or
wood stove including fires in developed
campgrounds or improved sites.
2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building.
3. Discharging a firearm except while engaged in a lawful hunt pursuant to state,
federal or tribal laws and regulations.
4. Mechanical and Industrial Prohibitions
a. Operating any internal combustion engine.
b. Welding, or operating acetylene
or other torch with open flame.
c. Using an explosive.

STAGE II EXEMPTIONS:

• Persons using a device fueled solely by
liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can
be turned on and off. Such devices can
only be used in an area that is barren or
cleared of all overhead and surrounding
flammable materials within three feet of
the device.
• Operating generators with an approved
spark arresting device within an enclosed
vehicle or building or in an area that is
barren or cleared of all overhead and
surrounding flammable materials within
three feet of the generator.
• Operating motorized vehicles in compliance with forest Travel Management
regulations, as specified in the order.

ceives notification about current wildfires and prescribed fires on both National Forests. We use several tools to
notify the public, which include news
releases sent through email; interviews
with media and updating our social media sites and public websites. The following resources are available to you to stay
informed about the activities occurring
on the Coconino and Kaibab National
Forests:
• Email: Sign up to receive news releases from the Coconino and Kaibab National Forests at www.fs.fed.us/news/
subscription.shtml. Enter your email
address and place a checkmark next to
“Southwestern Region.” Click Send Now
and you’re signed up!

FIRE & SMOKE AHEAD

FOREST CLOSURE
In rare circumstances when fire danger is extreme and human-caused fires
are not being prevented through the implementation of fire restrictions, forest
managers may decide to close the entire
forest to public entry.
Keeping Informed About Restrictions &
Fire Activity on the Forests
The Coconino and Kaibab National
Forests try to ensure that the public re8

May 2015
April
2018

• Official Websites: For general information on camping sites, fires, projects,
forest orders and more, please visit our
official public websites at www.coconinonationalforest.us and www.fs.usda.
gov/kaibab.
• Flickr: View high-resolution photos
of wildfires, prescribed burns, beautiful landscapes, personnel, projects and
more at our Flickr sites. The Coconino
National Forest’s Flickr site is located
online at www.tinyurl.com/cocophotos,
while the Kaibab National Forest Flickr
site is at www.tinyurl.com/kaibabphotos.

WHAT ARE BURNOUT OPERATIONS?
Burnout ops, also known
as “firing” and “ignitions”
are applied in strategic
locations to manage
HOW and WHERE the fire
moves through the forest.
Burnouts produce lots
of smoke, but for a short
duration of time.

and it’s a good thing!

Fire is fulfilling its natural and crucial role in the ecosystem

Consuming small trees, dead logs,
low-hanging branches and pine needles

Short flame lengths and
low rate of spread

AREA CLOSURES
If conditions warrant, forest managers may close portions of the forest to all
public entry. As an example, on Kaibab
National Forest, it is not uncommon for
the Bill Williams Mountain Watershed on
the Williams Ranger District to be closed
for periods of time during fire season.

• Twitter: Get quick updates on activities, wildfires and prescribed fires across
both National Forests by following us
on Twitter at www.twitter.com/CoconinoNF and www.twitter.com/KaibabNF.
• Facebook: Follow each National Forest on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
CoconinoNF and www.facebook.com/
KaibabNF. We often mirror notifications
posted on Twitter and vice-versa so we
can reach as many people as possible.
• InciWeb: Whenever there is a major
wildfire or prescribed burn, we post information and specific details about
those activities online. For wildfires and
incidents on either the Coconino or Kaibab National Forest, please visit https://
inciweb.nwcg.gov/.

Fire crews use
prescribed fires
and low-severity
wildfires like
this to restore Mitigating Smoke
the forest
to healthier
conditions and
reduce the risk of
high-severity wildfires.

Burnout ops solidify
perimeters of the fire and
keep flames from moving
into undesired locations.
They keep the fire “fenced
in” and create a boundary.

Wildfires and Prescribed fires can produce a lot of
smoke because of overgrowth in the forests. Some
of the tactics used when working with wildfires to
lessen smoke impacts to communities include:

• Coordinate with other agencies and national forests that
may be involved in managing a nearby fire already in progress.
• Plan Prescribed Fires during times when the weather
can help ventilate and disperse the smoke over or around
communities.

• Shorten the number of days one Prescribed Fire project is
conducted in a single area by igniting larger areas at a time.
Fewer days of burning = fewer days of smoke in the sky.

Prescribed fires and
low-severity wildfires BURN LIKE THIS
NOT LIKE THIS...

DID YOU KNOW

Plants need minerals such as nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium, magnesium
and calcum to survive. These minerals remain in dead vegetation until
bacteria and other decomposers return the nutrients to the soil.
But decomposers don’t work well in our dry climate. In this area, FIRE
is the decomposing agent and recycles those nutrients into the soil
They’re
NOTtoburning
for new grasses
and forbs
thrive! like this...

Fire breaks down
organic material,
leaving nutrients behind
and allowing for new
vegetation
AFTER

BEFORE

www.coconino.az.gov

• Work closely with Arizona Department of Environmental
Quality to monitor air quality throughout the burning
process by using air quality monitors at varying locations.
• Create simulated smoke modeling maps online that
show the public when smoke is predicted to impact their
community so they can make preparations.

MORE INFO ONLINE www.CoconinoNationalForest.us
On
Working with
Wildfires

On
Prescribed Fires

COCONINO COUNTY

Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project:
Project Updated Spring 2018
Moving through 2018, our plans are to:

•• Initiate an additional 150 acres of hand thinning
on Observatory Mesa, which will complete all
tree cutting operations in that area.
•• Complete a 90-acre hand-thinning unit within the Dry Lake Hills area on U.S. Forest Service lands.
•• Pending award of one outstanding grant application, initiate hand-thinning operations
on upwards of 100 acres on Navajo Nation
lands within Dry Lake Hills.
•• Award contract and begin mechanical cutting operations on a 642 acre unit around
the base of Mt Elden/Schultz Creek area.
•• Solicit bids and award multiple contracts for
upwards of 2,600 steep-slope acres in the
Dry Lake Hills area: due to the timing of wildlife restrictions and contractor availability,
this work is not expected to begin until 2019.

I

n 2012, 74 percent of Flagstaff voters approved the Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project (FWPP). The $10M bond project was
to be utilized to reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire and postfire flooding in two key city watersheds: Rio de Flag/Dry Lake Hills
and Mormon Mountain/Lake Mary. Primary partners include the
City, U.S. Forest Service and AZ Dept. of Forestry & Fire Management.
Since January 2013, the following
has been completed:
•• Environmental planning (National Environmental Policy Act – NEPA) on all
federal lands, to include approval and
signing of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of
Decision (FROD).

•• Boundary surveys on federal lands
within the project footprint in the Dry
Lake Hills area.

•• Creating and periodically updating the
City’s Monitoring Plan.
•• Hosting of over 40 public events/field
trips.
•• 3,285 acres of tree marking.
•• Field tests of the emerging tablet technology process (which will replace tree
paint) on 1,000 acres.

•• Rebuild/resurface of nearly eight miles
of existing roads.

•• 4,184 acres of hand-thinning and mechanical harvesting (roughly 40 percent of estimated total to be treated),
1,485 acres of slash chipped and removed, 1,903 acres of slash piled and
burned and another 999 acres broadcast burned.

•• A steep-slope timber harvesting equipment test.

•• Contribution of 13,235 hours of citizen/student volunteer labor.

•• Installation of hydrologic monitoring
stations: three in Dry Lake Hills, one at
Lake Mary.

•• Coconino County, The Nature Conservancy, NAU Ecological Restoration
Institute, Greater Flagstaff Forests
Partnership, American Conservation

•• Construction of nearly three and a half
miles of temporary roads.

Experience and Navajo Nation have
been engaged.
•• Provided several hundred acres of
slash material to Salt River Project for
a mixed coal-green biomass generating
test at the Coronado Generating Station in St. Johns.
In doing so, we’ve spent roughly 42
percent ($3.2 million) of the total funds
available, and have secured and directly
benefitted from the addition of $4.9 million of non-bond funds from a variety of
parties.
We have faced numerous challenges,
some unexpected, and several new opportunities as we continue working to
implement a unique project spanning
upwards of 10 years and involving partnerships, agreements and funding never
tried before in this country. Based upon
current cost estimates, it is likely that
we will not have sufficient bond funds
to complete all planned forest treatments. We are constantly analyzing and
adjusting efforts as we move forward,
and we are working diligently to address
these anticipated funding needs, including seeking additional outside funding.
More information on this will be shared
with the community as we move forward.

www.coconino.az.gov

•• Undertake both pile and broadcast burn operations as conditions allow throughout the
project area.
•• Continue efforts to engage volunteers (including students), a robust public outreach
effort, refine costs estimates and projected
expenditures and seek additional funding.

We continue to make steady progress. We encourage questions. As
we move forward, we ask all to remember:
``
It’s about reducing risk
``
It’s about an exceptional danger
``
It’s about partnering with others
``
It’s about quality of life
``
It’s about an investment in our future
``
It’s about viewing our forests as an integral part of our water system
The risks of wildfire and post-fire flooding cannot be eliminated: the goal of this project is to
reduce those risks as effectively as possible.
For more information:
www.flagstaffwatershedprotection.org
City of Flagstaff Fire Department
928-213-2500
AZ Dept of Forestry & Fire Management, Flagstaff District
928-774-1425
US Forest Service, Peaks Ranger District 928-526-0866
April
May 2018
2015
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REPORT TO CITIZENS
Before

After

Fort Tuthill Thinning Update

I

n 2017, Parks & Recreation completed
a forest thinning project at Fort Tuthill
County Park. Approximately 330 acres
were hand and mechanically thinned to increase forest health, improve public safety
and reduce wildfire risk. Parks & Recreation staff seeded the thinning area at Fort
Tuthill County Park with native grasses,
wildflowers and forbs earlier this year, just
before the winter storms in January. The
department also created animal burrowing
habitats in select areas of the park using
stumps from the thinning project.
While brush piles are established meth-

ods for habitat creation for smaller mammals like rabbits, these stump habitats are
a modified design to accommodate larger
mammals like fox and raccoons. Parks &
Recreation staff created a hole against a
hillside, placed stumps from the logging
area in the hole, covered the area with
woody material and dirt and then seeded
the top. As viewed from the Fort Tuthill trail
system, park visitors will see a rounded hill
with grasses and shrubs around it. By creating stump habitats, Parks & Recreation is
creating a habitat nexus for multiple animal
species in the park.

Hosting Your Special Event

P

lanning a party or family reunion? County Parks & Recreation is accepting summer ramada reservations online. There are 11 ramadas at four County parks
available for rent. Find out more at Coconino.AZ.Gov/Parks/Ramadas.
With this winter’s precipitation lower than normal, Parks & Recreation is gearing
up for an earlier-than-expected fire season. We will post the latest fire restriction information at all ramadas and on our website. As stewards of parks and natural areas,
we all play a significant role in helping prevent wildfires. Please follow the latest fire
restrictions when you’re recreating outdoors.

Watchable Wildlife
at Rogers Lake

W
Disc Golf Coming to
Fort Tuthill County Park

I

n January, the Coconino County Board
of Supervisors approved development
of a disc golf course at Fort Tuthill County Park. The Flagstaff Disc Golf Club approached Coconino County Parks & Recreation with the idea
and we identified a
suitable area for an
18-hole course at
the southern end at
the park, near the
amphitheater. Be
on the lookout for
the course soon!
May 2015
2018
10 April

ildlife abounds at Rogers Lake
County Natural Area. Game cameras capture photos of bald eagles,
wild turkeys and elk. Want to do some wildlife watching on your own? Visit the new
watchable wildlife platform, located at the
natural area’s trailhead on Woody Mountain
Road. For directions, visit Coconino.AZ.Gov/
Parks/RogersLake.

Upcoming Events

C

heck out our website for upcoming programs and special events.
Overland Expo WEST returns to Fort
Tuthill County Park on May 18-20 and the
Flagstaff Pro Rodeo on June 28-30. For a
complete list of events, including summer
camp, check out Coconino.AZ.Gov/Parks
and click on Calendar.
The Pepsi Amphitheater at Fort Tuthill
County Park kicks off the 2018 season
with Modest Mouse on May 16. Visit their
website,
PepsiAmphitheater.com,
for
tickets and upcoming shows!
The Fort Tuthill Military Museum opens

for the season on Saturday, May 19. Over
the last two years, Museum volunteers have
redesigned the exhibits in two buildings.
FortTuthill.org

www.coconino.az.gov

Save the Date
2018 Coconino County Fair, August
31 – September 3 at the Fort Tuthill
County Park fairgrounds.
Join the Fair community and submit a fair exhibit this year! We’ve got
20 Fair departments, from Floriculture
to Fine Arts, with entries due in early
August. CoconinoCountyFair.com

Assessor’s Office Updates

Treasurer’s Office Updates

Property Tax Assistance
Programs

Payment Plan Request

The Treasurer’s Office allows property owners to enroll in
payment plans, including monthly installments towards
your property taxes. To discuss setting up a payment plan,
or if you would like more information about your payment
options, contact the Treasurer’s Office

Widow/Widower and Disabled
Persons Individual Exemption:
County Assessor
Armando Ruiz

These exemptions reduce the
assessed value of real estate,
mobile homes and/or automobiles.
Age, income and other eligibility
requirements apply.

For additional information, please contact the
Treasurer’s Office at
928-679-8188 or toll free at 877-500-1818
or visit www.coconino.az.gov/Treasurer

County Treasurer
Sarah Benatar

Senior Property Valuation Protection Option:

This option freezes the property valuation of a Primary
Residence owned by seniors 65+ years of age. Age,
income and other eligibility requirements apply.
Every year the
Assessor’s Office
sends over 80,000
paper valuation
notices. Property
owners have the
option to receive
these notices
electronically. This
not only saves taxpayer dollars through decreased
printing and mailing cost but is environmentally
responsible and they are delivered faster than they
would through the mail.

Sign Up for
Assessor
E-Notices!

Where do your Property Taxes Go?
The Treasurer collects all property taxes and distributes funds to
schools, cities, fire districts and other local governments for roads,
schools, hospitals and other programs. The percentages below
represent the total distribution of all taxes collect by the Coconino
County Treasurer’s Office.
Other Special
Districts - 13%

To learn more please contact the Assessor’s Office
at
928-679-7962 or toll free at 877-679-7120
or visit www.coconino.az.gov/Assessor

Cities &
Towns - 9%

Coconino County
General Fund - 6%



Education - 65%

Coconino County
Special Districts - 7%

Assessor, Recorder and Treasurer Continue Mobile Office
Days in 2018
To date, eight Mobile Office Days have taken place across the County, including Page,
Williams, Fredonia and Flagstaff. During Mobile Office Days, each office delivers
services regularly provided directly to communities throughout the County. Information on
future Mobile Office Days in 2018 can be found on the County website.
www.coconino.az.gov

Dates to Remember
April 25, Mobile Office Day, Bellemont
May 1, second half 2017 property taxes due
September, 2018 property tax information
mailed
April
May 2018
2015
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2017
COCONINO COUNTY
2017 COCONINO COUNTY
S
USTAINABLE BUILDING
SUSTAINABLE
BUILDING
A
WARDEES
AWARDEES

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2017 COCONINO COUNTY
SUSTAINABLE BUILDING
AWARDEES

—— 2017 Awards Presented To 24 Community Projects!——

—— 2017 Awards Presented To 24 Community Projects!——





2017 Awards Presented To 24 Community Projects!

Knorr Residence



Knorr Residence
 McDonnell Residence



♦♦ Knorr Residence

 McDonnell
Residence
Hereford House

High Mountain Southwest
HighBungalow
Mountain South-

west Bungalow
♦♦ Bigler
Conigliari
Residence

Lakota III



Lakota
III
Buzzard
Addition





Residence
Buzzard
Addition
 
Boehmer
Residence

 Baderville
ConigliariSmall
Residence

♦♦ McDonnell Residence
♦♦ House
Eden Project
BoehmerCourt
Residence
 
Pumphouse
III

 Hereford
House
Sea Ranch
Inspired

♦♦ Hereford House 

West
St. Cottages
 Sea
Ranch
Inspired
Lakota
House II
 West
St. Cottages

T

he Building and Safety Division is in the
process of adopting the 2018 editions
of the International Codes. The County
adopts these codes by reference through
County Ordinance, which allows the Building and Safety Division to regulate and
evaluate all development for life-safety
compliance.
The International Code Council (ICC)
amends these codes every three years;
however, the County only adopts the codes
every six years. The current editions being
used are the 2012 codes, so it is important
to analyze the changes to the 2015 and
2018 editions to determine the significant
changes and impacts to our customers. Public
outreach and trainings have commenced and
several contractor and design professional
trainings have already taken place.

May 2015
2018
12 April

Baderville
Small House
Flagstaff
EcoRanch

Meyer
Marr Residence

Pumphouse
Court III
♦♦ Johnson Ave.
Cottages



Bigler
Residence
Flagstaff
EcoRanch




Eden
BiglerProject
Residence



Eden Project

♦♦ Sea Ranch Inspired

The Building and Safety Team is 
working with the City of Flagstaff to 
adopt these codes concurrently with a full
implementation date of January 2019 and 
to have analyzed the significant impacts
through a cost-benefit analysis. The data
received from the National Association of
Home Builders (NAHB), combined with the
code changes based on Coconino County,
reflect an overall cost savings of 2.5 percent
using the 2018 editions. This equates to an
approximate savings of $11,000 per home
in construction costs.
Please visit our website
http://www.coconino.az.gov/136/
Community-Development to obtain
more information or to follow the
adoption process.

Lakota
Pumphouse
HouseCourt
II

I

 
Forsythe
Retrofit
Bass Residence

♦♦ West St. Cottages
♦Cottages
♦ Lakota III
 Johnson Ave.

PumphouseCourt
CourtIII
Pumphouse



 
Bass
Residence
Meyer
Marr Residence
♦♦ Bernasconi
Residence

♦♦ Lakota House II 



Bernasconi Residence
♦♦ Buzzard

Hope
Construction’s
Forsythe
Retrofit



Tiny House
Addition

JohnsonTo
Ave.
Cottages Projects!——
—— 2017
24 Community
Pumphouse Court
II Awards Presented
 Hope Construction’s
♦♦ Pumphouse Court
I
♦
♦
Boehmer
Residence
Tiny House
 Bernasconi Residence


For more information contact the Coconino County Sustainable Program (928) 679-8850 or aacheson@coconino.az.gov

Knorr Residence



High Mountain South-



Lakota III

♦♦ Pumphouse Courtwest
II Bungalow
♦♦ Pumphouse Court III

 more
McDonnell
Residence
 or
Buzzard
Addition
For
information
contact the Coconino County Sustainable Program (928) 679-8850
aacheson@coconino.az.gov




♦
♦ High Mountain South♦♦ Meyer Marr
Residence
 Conigliari Residence
Hereford House
 Boehmer Residence
west Bungalow  Baderville Small
♦♦ House
Bass Residence
Sea Ranch Inspired



Pumphouse Court III

 Flagstaff EcoRanch
♦
♦ Conigliari
West
St. Cottages Residence
 Retrofit
Meyer Marr Residence
♦♦ Forsythe



Bigler Residence
♦
♦ Baderville
Small House
Lakota
House II
 Bass Residence
♦♦ Hope Construction’s



Pumphouse
Court I EcoRanch
♦
♦ Flagstaff



Pumphouse Court II



Eden Project



Johnson Ave. Cottages



Bernasconi Residence

 Forsythe Retrofit
Tiny House


Hope Construction’s
Tiny House

For more information contact the Coconino County Sustainable Program (928) 679-8850 or aacheson@coconino.az.gov

www.coconino.az.gov

COCONINO COUNTY
Coconino County Community Services
Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation
(OOHR) Program

C

oconino County Community Services, in partnership with the City of
Flagstaff Housing Department, operates
an Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation (OOHR) Program funded by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Arizona Department of
Housing. Low-income and fixed-income
homeowners can receive assistance with
repairs to their homes. Projects are typically on older homes and address health
and safety issues, accessibility and home
efficiency. Funding for homes range from
a few thousand dollars up to $55,000 depending on the condition of the home and
available funding.
Assistance is provided through a grant
and zero interest deferred loans. Typical
repairs include roofing, plumbing, heating and electrical systems that may pose
a health or safety hazard to the occupant.

Before:

After:

Additional considerations are given for disability access and features, aging in place
modifications, as well as energy efficiency
items that may result in lower utility costs
to homeowners. Community Services has
rehabbed over 30 homes in the last several
years.
The County’s OOHR program is available to Coconino County residents with incomes at or below 80 percent of the State
Median Income (SMI) Guidelines (for example a household of one can have an annual
income at or below $39,200). For additional
information on the program and qualification guidelines, contact Assistant Director
Norma Gallegos at ngallegos@coconino.
az.gov or (928) 679-7430.
Home below with before and after
photos after a new roof, insulation, energy
efficient windows and dual zone mini-split
HVAC.

After:

www.coconino.az.gov
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DID YOU KNOW?
More than 10,000 cubic yards of pine needles were collected at
the Willard Springs Transfer Station during the 2017 Community
Cleanup Voucher Days...that’s enough to cover an entire football
field in pine needles five feet deep!

Kudos for Community
Cleanup Voucher Days

Community Cleanup Voucher Days are Back
this Spring to Help Mitigate Wildfire Danger
Coconino County is bringing back
Community Cleanup Voucher Days this
spring to help full- and part-time County
residents clean up their properties
and prepare for wildfire season. This
program offers residents several days to
dispose of bulk waste and green waste
at three designated collection areas:
City of Williams Transfer Station, City
of Flagstaff Cinder Lake Landfill and
the Willard Springs Transfer Station.
This year’s Community Cleanup Voucher
Days emphasize the necessity of preparing
for wildfire season through several
important changes to the program. For
example, vouchers are no longer required
to deposit green waste for free during
Voucher Days at the Willard Springs Transfer
Station. Pine needles and other green waste
(except tree stumps and large trees) will be
accepted at the transfer station with no load
size restrictions. Residents can also make
unlimited trips to deposit green waste at
Willard Springs. Only green waste will be free
at the Willard Springs Transfer Station during
Voucher Days.
May 2015
2018
14 April

Residents closer to the Cinder Lake Landfill
will receive a “Pine Needle Voucher” to
dump one free load of pine needles (any
size). Pine needles must be processed
differently than other green waste such
as branches, stumps and grass clippings,
which are always free at the landfill.
Finally, residents closer to the Williams
Transfer Station will receive a “Green
Waste Voucher” to deposit one load of
green waste (any size), which includes
pine needles, branches and clean scrap
construction lumber, at the transfer

station. All properties that received
vouchers last year will also be mailed one
“Bulk Waste Voucher” that is good to dump
up to one ton/three cubic yards of bulk
waste or one refrigerated appliance for
free along with a flier that list all vouchers’
valid date/time frames and all accepted
and prohibited waste. The schedule for
the County’s 2018 Community Cleanup
Voucher Days is as follows:
City of Williams Transfer Station
800 N. Airport Road • Williams, AZ
VOUCHER DAYS:
Friday, May 4 – Saturday, May 12
Tuesday – Saturday, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Willard Springs Transfer Station
17 miles South of Flagstaff on I-17
(Willard Springs Exit 326)
VOUCHER DAYS:

The Rio de Flag Flagstaff Urban Trails System
(FUTS) Extension Project

Friday, June 1, Saturday, June 2
Friday, June 8, Saturday, June 9
9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

www.coconino.az.gov

Last year’s inaugural Community
Cleanup Voucher Days earned
numerous kudos from County
communities, including the
following:

The County’s Community
Cleanup Voucher Days he
lp us
to get flammable pine ne
edles
out of our neighborhood
s
to places where they can
be managed safely. This
is
exactly the kind of partn
ership
that demonstrates what
we
can accomplish by worki
ng
together!
Scott Bowen
Munds Park Resident

City of Flagstaff Cinder Lake Landfill
6770 E. Landfill Road • Flagstaff, AZ
VOUCHER DAYS:
Friday, June 1 – Saturday, June 9
Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Saturday 7 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
All vouchers must be presented to the
landfill/transfer station attendant at the
time that bulk waste or green waste/pine
needles (where applicable) is
deposited. For more information
about the Community Cleanup
Voucher Days please visit
www.coconino.az.gov/CCVoucherDays.

Mountain Dell / Sinclair Wash

Forest Restoration Critical County Initiative
Coconino County recognizes that wildfire
and post-wildfire flooding are the greatest
public safety threats to its residents,
businesses, economy and financial
solvency. To address these threats, the
Coconino County Board of Supervisors,
as the Board of the Flood Control
District (FCD), has established a Forest
Restoration Initiative as a top priority.
To lead this critical initiative, County
leadership is now in the process of hiring
a Forest Restoration Director.

will play an integral role in meeting the
County’s goal to comprehensively address
the challenges of wildfire and post-wildfire
flooding into the future.
The Forest Restoration Director will serve
as an important facilitator and liaison,
linking County interests and assets with
broader regional restoration efforts such as
the Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI)
and the Flagstaff Watershed Protection
Project (FWPP).

The recently completed Post-Wildfire DebrisFlow & Flooding Assessment study supports
the Board’s goal of setting forest restoration
as the top priority for the FCD given the
public safety risk and associated significant
economic and financial impacts of wildfires.
Building off of the County’s legacy in flood
mitigation following the 2010 Schultz
Fire, the new Forest Restoration Director

City of Williams Pre-Disaster Plan

Coconino County has taken steps to assess the
potential flooding and debris-flow risk to the City
of Williams in the event of a wildfire on the north
side of Bill Williams Mountain. Completed in 2017,
the Post-Wildfire Debris-Flow & Flooding Assessment
identified this area as the area at the highest risk
in the County for post-wildfire flooding. The study
recommended that a Pre-Disaster Plan be developed for the City of Williams. In August
2017, a Tabletop Exercise was conducted to evaluate emergency response procedures
and begin collaboration between key stakeholders in Williams. As an extension of this
effort, Coconino County received a grant from the U. S. Forest Service to prepare the
Pre-Disaster Plan. This plan includes a detailed assessment of potential impacts to
transportation corridors, critical facilities, public roads/utilities and franchise utilities as
well as identification of possible improvements to increase resiliency. Preparation of the
plan is underway and is anticipated to be completed this year.

The Sinclair Wash Drainage
Improvement Project in Mountain
Dell improves the community’s
drainage to accommodate a 100-year
flood event. When completed, the
project removes 23 homes and the
community’s water system from the
floodplain. Key requirements of this
project include securing drainage
easements and coordinating with
the City of Flagstaff. The preliminary
design for the Sinclair Wash Drainage
Improvement Project is currently at
the 60 percent engineering level. If
the key requirements are met and
funds are available, then the FCD will
complete the project by fall 2019.

Coconino County Pre-Fire Study of Post-Wildfire
Debris Flows and Flooding
During the past two years, the County
conducted a study identifying areas
within the County that are at high risk
for flooding and debris flows in the
aftermath of a wildfire. Funded in part
by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), the Post-Wildfire
Debris-Flow & Flooding Assessment study
consisted of a Countywide evaluation of
post-fire flood and debris flow hazards.
The study also included in-depth
evaluations of two areas that are at
very high risk to post-wildfire flooding
- Fort Valley and the City of Williams.
The evaluations quantified the risks
in these areas and identified potential
mitigation measures that could reduce
these hazards.
Study results show that up to one third
of homes, buildings and critical facilities
and public infrastructure in these areas
are at some level of increased risk of
post-fire flooding and debris flows if
no actions are taken to reduce the risk
of severe wildfires. Modeling results
for the Williams Pilot Area indicate that
post-fire flows in Cataract Creek, which
runs through Williams, may be up to five
times higher than pre-fire discharges
with up to a 350 percent increase in
the number of buildings in flood-prone
areas. The modeling results for the

www.coconino.az.gov

Fort Valley Pilot Area similarly
indicate that a fire on the face of the
San Francisco Peaks may cause the
watershed to produce flows that are
up to five times higher than pre-fire
discharges in Fort Valley with up to a
250 percent increase in the number of
buildings in flood-prone areas, which
also would severely impact public
infrastructure.
Study results also indicate that if forest
restoration initiatives are implemented
to reduce the risk of severe wildfire,
then the potential for severe postwildfire flood and debris flows in
these areas also would be significantly
reduced. However, treatments such
as forest thinning must involve entire
watersheds to maximize the treatment
benefits.
Other recommended risk mitigation
actions include implementation of new
development guidelines; creation of
emergency action plans to streamline
post-wildfire recovery efforts and public
education activities to build community
awareness and support for safe
development and mitigation efforts.
For more information about the study
please visit www.coconino.az.gov/
PostWildfireStudy.
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Prop. 403 Chip Seal
Projects On Deck
for 2018
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N MAGDALENA RD
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PROP. 403

W HASHKNIFE TRL
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TANK RD

CHIP AND FOG SEAL

E/W SUZETTE LN

ASPHALT OVERLAY

N CHAMBERS RD

Baderville Area

Capital Project for
Spring 2018
The Burris Lane Drainage & Road
Improvement Project is necessary
to improve and extend the service
life of Burris Lane. Funded entirely
by Proposition 403, the County’s
Road Maintenance Sales Tax, this
project includes utility relocation,
localized drainage improvements,
pavement rehabilitation and
installation of widened shoulders
for multimodal use. For more
information please visit
www.coconino.az.gov/
BurrisLaneProject.
SILVER SADDLE ROAD

Upcoming Projects
Slated for construction in 2019, the
Mormon Lake Road Project will include the
mill, overlay and widening of the entire
9.8 miles of roadway along the western
shore of Mormon Lake. This $20.7 million
project is funded primarily by a grant from
the Federal Highway Administration’s
Central Federal Lands Highway Division
(CFL), which was awarded to the County
last summer. The County’s match of
approximately $5.5 million for this project
will be funded by Prop. 403. Engineering
for this project is expected to be
completed this summer.

Spring Valley Road Drainage
Improvement Project

The Spring Valley Road Drainage
Project is intended to help
mitigate seasonal roadside drainage issues
that occur near the intersection of
North Spring Valley Road and Pumpkin
Center Road. This project, which is
being internally engineered by Public
Works, features the installation of a lowwater crossing that is scheduled to be
constructed later this year.

LEUPP
ROAD
Improvement

BURRIS LANE

MAGDALENA
SCHULTZ
PASS
TOWNSEND-WINONA ROAD
MOUNT
ELDEN

May 2015
2018
16 April
VAIL LAKE
CRIMSON ROAD

MARSHALL LAKE ROAD

HAPPY JACK
Bellemont Access and Safety
Project

Mormon Lake Road Project

The Bellemont Access and Safety Project
will address traffic flow and safety issues
at the intersection of Transwestern
Road, Shadow Mountain Drive and
Brannigan Park Road in Bellemont.
The project, which will tie into Arizona
Department of Transportation (ADOT)
right of way, includes the construction
of a roundabout, development of an
alternative business access and the
installation of multimodal lanes to
improve traffic circulation for businesses,
travelers and residents. Utility relocation
for this project is slated for next year with
construction scheduled for 2020.

Navajo Nation Capital Matching Fund
Program - N21 Project
The Navajo Nation Capital Matching Fund
Program is a joint effort between Coconino
County and the Navajo Division of
Transportation (NDOT) to address roadway
stabilization issues on BIA school bus
routes that are maintained by the County.
The Navajo Nation Council approved the
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) for

www.coconino.az.gov

The County plans chip seal and pavement
preservation projects along more than
50 miles of paved County roads this
season. Chip sealing is used as a
preventative measure to protect asphalt.
This year’s projects include sections of
Lake Mary Road and Leupp Road as well
as County roads in the Fort Valley, greater
Williams and Kaibab Estates West areas.
For more information please visit
www.coconino.az.gov/ChipSealProjects.
The chip seal and pavement preservation projects
listed here are subject to change based on
funding variables that include seasonal conditions,
unanticipated road/bridge failures, new mandated
programs, response to natural disasters, economic
downturns, commodity cost fluctuations and further
reductions in Highway User Revenue Funds (HURF).
All projects listed are for County-maintained roads
and have been selected based on a variety of criteria
including current road conditions, public safety,
construction access, mobility and performance.

the Program this spring, and the Program’s
first project will be a section of Navajo
Route 21 (N21).
N21, which provides access for residents
between Kaibeto and the Gap, has a high
clay content, which makes several sections
of roadway very susceptible to moisture.
As a result, these areas regularly become
flooded and impassable during rain and
snow events.
The N21 Project will help mitigate these
issues by excavating the roadway and
then developing a new road bed for
approximately one mile near the east
end of N21. This project will also include
roadway reshaping, subgrade preparation
and soil stabilization in high-volume
traffic areas that are most impacted by
drainage issues. The County will provide
approximately $310,000 in matching
funds from Prop. 403 for this project.
Construction on the N21 Project
is tentatively scheduled to begin this
fall and will be overseen by NDOT.

COCONINO COUNTY

Protect Yourself from Wildfire Smoke

Disease Prevention Information
Spring-Summer 2018

D

where rodents may have had access.
``
If possible, do not sleep on the bare
ground and zip tents closed to keep animals out.

S

pring and summer in Northern Arizona
bring people in contact with mosquitoes,
ticks, fleas, bats, skunks, squirrels and mice.
While these insects and animals are all important to the Northern Arizona ecosystem, they
can occasionally carry disease.
The Coconino County Public Health Services District (CCPHSD) recommends taking
precautions to protect yourself and your
family from illnesses.
Protect Yourself from Mosquito, Flea and
Tick Bites

``
Wear rubber or plastic gloves while cleaning cabins, garages and areas that have
been closed for extended periods.
``
Before cleaning, open all doors and windows for at least 30 minutes.
Do Not Approach Wild Animals (Alive,
Dead or Wounded)
Rabies and plague can be transmitted to humans by direct contact with an infected animal. Reduce risk of exposure by following
these guidelines:
``
Do not handle or feed any wild animals,
this includes dead and wounded animals.

The best way to prevent bites from fleas, ``
Prevent pets from roaming loose. Pets
ticks and mosquitoes that can carry diseases
can pick up the infected fleas of wild
like plague, tick-borne relapsing fever, West
animals and pass fleas on to their human
Nile virus and Zika virus:
owners.
``
Wear shoes and socks, long pants and a ``
Vaccinate your pets. Arizona State law relong-sleeved shirt when outdoors.
quires all dogs to be properly vaccinated
against rabies. CCPHSD also recommends
``
Use insect repellent with active ingredithat cats be vaccinated against rabies.
ents such as DEET.
De-flea pets routinely and consult with
``
Reduce rodent habitats around your ``
your veterinarian.
home, work place and recreational areas.
Remove brush, rock piles, junk, cluttered ``
Report unusual wildlife behavior to the
firewood and possible rodent food supCCPHSD Animal Management Office at
plies, such as pet and wild animal food.
928-679-8756.
``
Remove or empty water-holding contain- Block the Sun
ers outside your home, such as flower
pots, buckets and birdbaths, to reduce Northern Arizona's sun is intense and can
breeding areas for disease-carrying mos- bring other risks that go beyond sunburn,
including heat related illnesses.
quitoes.
Wear sunscreen in addition to clothes cov``
Keep insects out of your home by using ``
ering your arms, legs and a hat.
window and door screens.
Stay hydrated.
Stay Away from Rodents and Rodent ``
Nests
See Your Healthcare Provider if Ill
Outdoor recreation, such as camping, and ``
In case of illness, see your healthcare procleaning out storage areas can pose a risk
vider immediately and inform them of
for hantavirus exposure. A few precautions
your travel history. Some diseases have
should be taken, including:
less serious effects if treated early.
``
Campers should not pitch tents or place
sleeping bags near rodent nests, burrows
or in areas of heavy rodent activity.
``
Before use, properly clean tents and other camping gear that have been stored

For more information visit www.
coconino.az.gov/health or call the Coconino County Public Health Services
District at 928-679-7272, toll-free
1-877-679-7272.

ry conditions in parts of Arizona and
the western United States increase
the potential for wildfires. It is important to stay alert for wildfire warnings
and take action to protect yourself and
your family from wildfire smoke.
Wildfire smoke is a mixture of gases
and fine particles from burning trees
and other plant materials that can hurt
your eyes, irritate your respiratory system and worsen chronic heart and lung
diseases.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) the
following groups are at greatest risk
from wildfire smoke:

from the affected area.

`` Avoid activities that increase in-

door pollution. Burning candles,
fireplaces, or gas stoves can increase
indoor pollution. Vacuuming stirs up
particles already inside your home,
contributing to indoor pollution.
Smoking also puts even more pollution into the air.

`` Prevent wildfires from starting.
Prepare, build, maintain and extinguish campfires safely.

`` Follow the advice of your doctor or

`` People who have heart or lung dis-

eases, like heart disease, chest pain,
lung disease or asthma, are at higher
risk from wildfire smoke.

other healthcare providers about
medicines and your respiratory management plan if you have asthma
or another lung disease. Consider
evacuating if you are having trouble
breathing. Call your doctor for advice
if your symptoms worsen.

`` Older adults are more likely to be

`` Do not rely on dust masks for pro-

affected by smoke. This may be due
to their increased risk of heart and
lung diseases.

`` Children are more likely to be af-

fected by health threats from
smoke. Children’s airways are still
developing and they breathe more
air per pound of body weight than
adults. Also, children often spend
more time outdoors engaged in
activity and play.

The Coconino County Public Health Services District (CCPHSD) encourages individuals to take steps to decrease the
risks from wildfire smoke.

`` Check local air quality reports. Lis-

ten and watch for news or health
warnings about smoke and public
health messages about safety measures.

`` Keep indoor air as clean as pos-

sible. If you are advised to, stay
indoors. Keep windows and doors
closed. Run an air conditioner, but
keep the fresh-air intake closed and
the filter clean to prevent outdoor
smoke from getting inside. If you do
not have an air conditioner and it is
too warm to stay inside with the windows closed, seek shelter in a designated evacuation center or away

www.coconino.az.gov

tection. Paper “comfort” or “dust”
masks commonly found at hardware
stores are designed to trap large particles, such as sawdust. These masks
will not protect your lungs from
the small particles found in wildfire
smoke.

`` Evacuate from the path of wild-

fires. Listen to the news to learn
about current evacuation orders.
Follow the instructions of local officials about when and where to evacuate. Take only essential items with
you. Follow designated evacuation
routes–others may be blocked–and
plan for heavy traffic.

`` Sign up for warnings and alerts
from Coconino County’s emergency notification system. Visit http://
www.coconino.az.gov/207/Emergency-Management to sign up for notifications in the event of emergency
situations or critical community
alerts.

Visit Coconino County Emergency Management at http://www.
coconino.az.gov/207/Emergenc yManagement for more information
about how to prepare for wildfires
and other emergencies.

Nov.
May 2015
2017

17

COCONINO COUNTY

Fuzzy and Cute, Backyard Friends
Require Healthy Habits

W

ith summer approaching, families are excited to plant gardens and expand their backyard farming.
Many areas in Coconino County allow residents to have chickens.
While having chickens in your backyard is fun and sustainable,
poultry are also common carriers of Salmonella bacteria.
Salmonella bacteria can cause infections in people, with
symptoms including diarrhea, fever and stomach cramping. Children
under five, the elderly and people with other illnesses are most at risk of serious
Salmonella infections.
The good news is that backyard agriculture can be enjoyed without risk of
Salmonella infection by following a few simple tips:

`` Always wash your hands (and your kids’
hands) with soap and water after touching chicks, chickens or their environments.
`` Supervise your children to make sure
they aren’t nuzzling the birds.
`` Don’t eat or drink while handling the
chickens.
`` Keep birds away from places where you
are serving or preparing food.

`` Wear gloves when cleaning the chicken
coops, including food and water dishes.
`` If you collect eggs from the hens, thoroughly cook them, as Salmonella can
pass from healthy looking hens into normal looking eggs.
`` Be aware of the signs and symptoms of
Salmonella poisoning which usually occur 12-72 hours after exposure.

Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website to learn more about
staying safe around pet birds. http://www.cdc.gov/Features/SalmonellaPoultry/index.html

Interstate 17, Interstate 40 and Beulah Boulevard

17 40

TRAFFIC INTERCHANGE REPLACEMENT AND REPAIR RAMP CLOSURES AND DETOUR ROUTES

Northbound I-17 Closure Detour April and October 8 p.m. - 5 a.m.
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Connecting Homeless and AtͲRisk Veterans and their families with the services they need.

LEGEND
I-17 NB DETOUR Mid April to Mid-May

Proof of military service required.

I-40 DETOUR Mid April to November

Hot Meals • Hygiene Kits • Clothing & Surplus* • Legal Assistance • Employment Services
Dental, Vision & Medical Assistance• Haircuts • Pet Food & Pet Care

CLOSURE
NB I-17 to WB I-40 Ramp
Closed April to November

Veterans’ Court • Notary • Housing Support Services
Disability, Improved Pension & Survivors Benefits

AND MUCH MORE!

*Personal Use Only—Not for Resale

OVERVIEW
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT)
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) are
performing bridge deck replacement and repair work
at the I-17/I-40 interchange within the city of Flagstaff
in Coconino County. The purpose of the project is to
replace three bridge decks and approach slabs, increase
the bridge cross slopes and retrofit one bridge deck with
an overlay. The project will also include guardrail and
paving work.

TO PARTICIPATE AS A BUSINESS/

PARTICIPATING COURTS

NONͲPROFIT/GOVERNMENT ENTITY:

Coconino County Superior Court

Steven Flanagan, 520Ͳ909Ͳ0891

Flagstaff Municipal Court

or SMF289@nau.edu
TO VOLUNTEER AT THE EVENT CONTACT:
Erin Kruse, 928Ͳ523Ͳ6585
or Erin.Kruse@nau.edu
FOR GENERAL INFORMATION:
Kendra Crawford 928Ͳ679Ͳ7164
kcrawford@coconino.az.gov

Construction will begin in February 2018 and the
majority of work is scheduled to be complete late 2018.

CONTACT

Flagstaff Justice Court
Williams Municipal Court
Williams Justice Court
Individuals may appear without fear of being arrested if they have any
outstanding warrant. If a veteran has a warrant out of a participating
court they can come and ask that it be cancelled. Bring your court paperwork to the Stand Down. Attorneys will be available to answer questions.
Contact Maia Rodriguez at 928Ͳ679Ͳ7675 if you have any questions.

Mackenzie Kirby, Community Relations project
manager, ADOT Northcentral District
` Email: MKirby@azdot.gov
` Call:
928.525.6494
` Web: azdot.gov/flagstaffTI
` Project Information Line: 855.712.8530

Registration Begins at 9 a.m.
10 a.m. —3 p.m. ● Friday May 18, 2018 ● Flagstaff Armory ● 320 N. Thorpe Rd. Flagstaff, AZ 86001

May 2015
2018
18 April

www.coconino.az.gov

WHAT TO EXPECT
Construction will occur seven days a week with
TRAFFIC
both day and night work, according to project
phasing.
Overnight, one-direction closures on Beulah
Boulevard will be required.
Rolling night closures of I-17 will occur, according
to phasing.
Interchange work will require ramp closures.
Drivers should follow posted detour route signage
for access during closures.
I-17 NB to I-40 WB ramp will be closed from early
April to December.
I-17 SB to I-40 EB ramp will be closed in two week
durations at the end of June, end of July, and end
of October.

18-106
ADOT Project No.: 040 CN 195 H877501C

Federal Project No.: NHPP-040-C(216)T

REPORT TO CITIZENS

READY GET READY

T

he number one threat to public safety in Coconino County is wildfire and post-wildfire flooding.
It is not a question of if, but when, the next major
wildland fire will occur. Through advanced planning,
understanding and preparation we can all be partners
in the wildland fire solution.
Coconino County recently adopted the Ready,
Set, Go! (RSG) message in coordination with the
County Sheriff’s Office and the Arizona Sheriff’s Association. The RSG adoption provides for a single,
state-wide message prior to and during an event that
requires an evacuation. Please see below so you can
adopt your own wildland action guide. (For your very
own action guide, please log onto: Coconino.az.gov/
ready and download your copy or email: emergencymanagement@coconino.az.gov and request a copy.)

``Create a family disaster plan
``Plan and practice several evacuation routes
``Assemble an emergency supply kit (see wildland
action guide for emergency supply list)
``Create a communications plan
``Sign up for Coconino County Emergency Alerts
and Notifications (Coconino.az.gov/Ready)

SET BE PREPARED

``Monitor conditions and fire status through local
media and public information sources
``Alert family and neighbors
``Ensure you have your emergency kit with you

GO! ACT EARLY

``Don’t wait. Leave early and do not hesitate.
``Travel to your predetermined location and use
your communication plan
``Choose the safest evacuation route
``Take your emergency supply kit

Coconino County’s Mass Emergency
Communications System Gets a Facelift

C

ode Red, Coconino County’s mass emergency
communications system, is getting a facelift.
If you have already signed up for Code Red, you do
not need to do anything further. If you have not
signed up, please take a moment, login and register for Coconino County’s Emergency Alerts and

Notifications system. This system will continue to
provide Code Red service but enhancements are
underway to improve service and the user experience, including translation to Spanish. Future
improvements will include additional languages.
www.Coconino.az.gov/Ready

Emergency
Management
Conducts Exercise
in Tusayan

I

n March, Coconino County Emergency Management coordinated an exercise involving the scenario of a threat of a wildland fire with the Town
of Tusayan, Kaibab National Forest, Grand Canyon National Park and several commercial industries and properties. Evacuation protocols, communications, language barriers, relocation and
response activities were reviewed and discussed.
This exercise prepared first responders,
regional
businesses
and
emergency
management officials for a wildland fire threat
and evacuation from the Tusayan area.
www.coconino.az.gov
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Follow Us!
and see more pictures like these and stay updated with County events:
facebook.com/CoconinoCounty

twitter.com/CoconinoCounty

www.coconino.az.gov
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20 April

www.coconino.az.gov

instagram.com/coconinocounty
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