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Purpose of the Elevation Certificate
The Elevation Certificate is an important administrative tool of the National Flood lnsurance Program (NFIP). lt is to be used to
provide elevation information necessary to ensure compliance with community floodplain management ordinances, to determine
the proper insurance premium rate, and to support a request for a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) or Letter of Map Revision
based on fill(LOMR-F).

The Elevation Certificate is required in order to properly rate Post-FIRM buildings, which are buildings constructed after publication
of the Flood lnsurance Rate Map (FIRM), located in flood insurance Zones A1-A30, AE, AH, A (with BFE), VE, V1-V30, V (with
BFE), AR, AR/A, AR/AE, ARyAI-A30, AR/AH, and AR/AO. The Elevation Certificate is not required for Pre-FIRM buildings unless
the building is being rated under the optional Post-FIRM flood insurance rules.
As part of the agreement for making flood insurance available in a community, the NFIP requires the community to adopt floodplain
management regulations that specify minimum requirements for reducing flood losses. One such requirement is for the community
to obtain the elevation of the lowest floor (including basement) of all new and substantially improved buildings, and maintain a
record of such information. The Elevation Certificate provides a way for a community to document compliance with the community's
floodplain management ordinance.
Use of this certificate does not provide a waiver of the flood insurance purchase requirement. Only a LOMA or LOMR-F from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) can amend the FIRM and remove the Federal mandate for a lending institution
to require the purchase of flood insurance. However, the lending institution has the option of requiring flood insurance even if a
LOMA/LOMR-F has been issued by FEMA. The Elevation Certificate may be used to support a LOMAoT LOMR-F request. Lowest
floor and lowest adjacent grade elevations certified by a surveyor or engineer will be required if the certificate is used to support a
LOMA or LOMR-F request. A LOMA or LOMR-F request must be submitted with either a completed FEMA MT-EZ or MT-1
package, whichever is appropriate.

This certificate is used only to certify building elevations. A separate certificate is required for floodproofing. Under the NFIP, nonresidential buildings can be floodproofed up to or above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE). A floodproofed building is a building that
has been designed and constructed to be watertight (substantially impermeable to floodwaters) below the BFE. Floodproofing of
resioential Dulloings i$ nol permifieo unoer tne NFIF unless FEMA nas granteo me communiry an exoepflon for resioential
floodproofed basements. The community must adopt standards for design and construction of floodproofed basements before
FEMA will grant a basement exception. For both floodproofed non-residential buildings and residential floodproofed basements in
communities that have been granted an exception by FEMA, a floodproofing certificate is required.
Additional guidance can be found in FEMA Publication 467-1 , Floodplain Management Bulletin: Elevation Certificate, available on
FEMA's website at https;//www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3539?id=1727.
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tnstructions for Cempleting the Etevstion Certificata icontinuedi
on page$ 8-9. Diagrams 2A, 28, 4, and g should be used for a building construc'ted with a crawlspace floor that is below
the exterior grade on all sides.

ttems AS"b-d. fnt+r in ltern A8.b t:e number of permanent fiosJ openings in the srawlspace or enclosureis) that are
no higher than 1.0 foot above the higher of the exterior or interior grade or floor immediately below the opening. (A
pennaneilt *orxI opening is a flood vent or other cpening that allows the free passage of water automatically in both
directions without hrurrr*rn interventiarr.) lf ih* ir-rteritrr grede elevation is used, note this in th*: C*nwents area of
Section D. Esiirnate the totai fiel atea rif all sucil pernraner* fi*od ope-*ings in squere inr:tre*. excluding any bars.
louvers, or osrer ccvers of tre permarrent flod opetnings, and cnter the tctal in ltern A8.c, lf tfue n*t area twtnot be
reasanably estima.*ed, g:rovide the stze *{ ttre tinrld op*nings rrihs-:t r*ntideratirn af any csvets and indi*ats in the
Gantrrrcnls aroa th* t3xre cf caver ihaf r;xisis in the ffsCId openings. lndicai* in ltern A8.d whether iire fhorj npenings

are *:ngi*e*red. ff appli*;rse, utta*h a *apy of Sl* indivirJunl Engin*ereri l:locd Open*tgs eertification or an
Evalr:ation Rr+ort issued by the lnternati*nai Code fnulrcit f:-valur*ttor"t Seryice (lCC [S], if yuu have ir lf the
crawlspec* ,*r' enc*osrre{*i hav* ru per!"fisfient fiocd op.enmg*-, or if lh* opcninl;s are nnt witi:in tr.O fnr{ above
adiacent grade, untsr "S" {zem} in ltem*48.h- c.

Item $9"n" Fr*vid* ttx+ sEuere ftrotage *f rirc a$**herJ g6reg€ wi*l *r wilhaut p€r$lafient fioed r:ser.'i*gs. iake the
me€lslirBrflBnt from firc outniiJ* o{ the gi:ragr+.

tt*r*s AS.b*d-'jintev ir': ltem A9.b ihe *urnber of Dsrnransni *osd o'penings in the aHarfit-d qaraqe hat srs no ttigher
ihar-r 1.t1 Yoot abwe th* higl'rer sf the H;iteri$r *r interi*r g;aci* *r iir:+r irn*iutJiateiy lldc*a tirs spsrxin-q. iA penxa*e*i
f!**r! upi:ning i* i; flci:ej veni r:r ntl:er *p*r':ilrg ih*t ::tlfircg the h*e; p*s$ag* ef wa'ri*r aui{ii'i':aiic*liy iri bcii: ij,irec$ans
wittrcrrt human intew*ntirx.; if the irf-erlrr giad,e devaiioii is used. note ti'r:s iB ttre Ctrnnnefirs area of $ecti$n I-). This
includes atry openings rniil are in th*: g*ragc tlcux that arf; nfi higher th*r: '!.0 f*rt ahsrc *,he ad!*rent grad*. Fr:$timate
the *:,tqi *et ar** '"rf *ii e*ch gx+nrtane"r:i frrr:u: *p*i'lin11s ir *qr*air: incil*s aritl +niar iim ifiifrl in lt*m it'*.r;. if the nrrt
&rca canilc,i he reasr:r+ubiy estirnat*ci, nmvide ihe size nf ?J:e flcr*:d ope*lngs *ritlx.iur cor;sici<*r*ti0n af **y colers and
indicate in ti".e Coninlerrts iir€a tire fype oi ccrer that exists in the flood *pcnhgs. l,?dimle in liur A*.d s#i*ttief, iile

+r arl Ev,aiuatt{'rt i{Fli$rt ls."ued by ilre l*teniatiunai Liorier *cr.lr:cri ilv;*iuat!*ri $ervice ({L;U illii. rf vuu irave it. lf the
!lar*f* *as na pr*rmansvri'rlood ,;sonir+g*, +r if the *perrings *re nor. withrfr i.ii frioi a*rJve a*ia*srii $!'a6s, €nier
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lnstructions for Completing the Elevation Certificate (continued)
Item 82. County Name. Enter the name of the county or counties in which the community is located. For an
unincorporated area of a county, enter "unincorporated area." For an independent city, enter "independent city."

Item 83. State. Enter the 2-lefter state abbreviation (for example, VA, TX, CA).

Items 84-85. Map/Panel Number and Suffix. Enter the 10-character "Map Numbern or "Community Panel Number"
shown on the FIRM where the building or manufactured (mobile) home is located. For maps in a county-wide format,
the sixth character of the "Map Numbefl is the letter "C'followed by a 4-d(7it map number. For maps not in a county.Community Panel Numbef' shown on the FIRM.
wide format, enter the

Item 86. FIRM lndex Date. Enter the effective date or the map revised date shown on the FIRM lndex.

Item 87, FIRM Panel EffectivelRevised Date. Enter the map efiective date or the map revised date shown on the
FIRM panel. This will be the latest of all dates shown on the map. The current FIRM panel efiective date can be
determined by calling 1 -800-358-961 6.

Item 88. Flood Zone(s). Enter the flood zone, or flood zones, in which the building is located. AII flood zones
containing the letter "A" or "Vn are considered Special Flood Hazard Areas. The flood zones are A, AE, A1-A30, V
VE, V1-V30, AH, AO, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AFyAI-A30, AR/AH, and AR/AO. Each flood zone is defined in the legend of
the FIRM panel on \uhich it appears.

Item 89. Base Flood Elevation(s). Using the appropriate Flood lnsurance Study (FlS) Profile, Floodway Data Table, or
FIRM panel, locate the property and enter the BFE (or base flood depth) of the building site. lf the building is located
in more than 1 flood zone in ltem 88, list all appropriate BFEs in ltem 89. BFEs are shown on a FIRM or FIS Profile
for Zones A1-A30, AE, AH, V1-V30, VE, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AFyAI-A30, AFUAH, and AR/AO; flood depth numbers are
shown for Zone,AO. Use the,AR BFE if the building is located in any of Zofres ARYA, AR/AE, AFfAI-A30, ARJAH, or
ARyAO. ln.A or V zones where BFEs are not provided on the FIRM, BFEs may be available from another source. For
example, the community may have established BFEs or obtrained BFE data from other sources for the building site.
For suhrdivisions and other developments of more than 50 lots or 5 acres, establishment of BFEs is required by the
community's floodplain managenrent ordinance. if a F,FF- is rrbtained fi.rxn another s(.)urce. enier tlle EIf iir ilem 89.
ln an A Zone where BFEs are not available, conrpiete Section E anci errter N/A for Seciion B, ltem Bg. Enter the BFE
to the nearest tenth of a foot (nearest tenth of a meter, in Puerio Rico).
It*'s.::

tltf;.

il:<jilat<.: iir{:r souroe r-ri

ihc tsl:f iiri:i yort eirtercd irr itenr il$. lf ihr* BFE is

Profiie, 'iiRivl, sr community, describe the sou;.ce of the BFE.

fr'<.;ic

a sou,rce other than FIS

Item Bf 1, lr-rdicate the elevation datunr to wl'rich the elevations on the applicable FIRM are referenced as shown on
the map legerrtl.'il':t: veriirsl {i.}ii.,rE 1..-" sliowrr i:r ihg },{;p Leg*i,,I at.jlni-iitu- t-{+ies ic ijscis rl!.r Li:*: Fiill,4.
Item 812. lndicate whetherthe buikiing is loeated in a ficastal Barriei Re.qcilri;es System
tCISR$i aiea L,. iiiiie;-.rvise
Protected Area (OPP.). (CPAs are plrriion= of i:oastai i:aricrs iliart are c.,*ii*ri by i *iierral, $*.:tr, ,rr ipcal g*vel*rrrerrts

il*i{S ;.3a:l or CF;is i*r br.:iidi;-rgs .)r irffrrii*ieir-:led qnir-ririiei iia;,-,ss buj}t cr suii:jiatltially
ait:r thr: j;,,ri*,::f tir:": Crjiig r:r *Fri rJr::-+ig;.:;iticir. l'or ii:e *"ir.i {jER.g ftesigruiions, tir;rt datc is OCtOber 1,
j9I*13. iifcrriiatrQfi l}lxliji {-lilRra ;it€as
ait}* Cl'A* *ra'; tri* irl;.iai;':ed cil ll're FFM.A lveh *it* ci https:r,rtrygferna.govJ

SraGii::i-e4 in rj*--+i{;:sl*,j
ii-::p,'+','ed

riaii*ilai

iir.rc-:d-in-sgLai-ru"*-pirfgjF:iiiiCilalr:.iel-:buitlGr-

::Fi]i iiij', i;

--

!:sgr_ris1g;re}-SVsisrin.

Lliiii"ii!:.li-i i:t=:d.i? iGii itdi:i;;;;ri:,.;

ir.ii=i

(ililia.:ii: .' i":Ij-:;i.i(iji..;,r

Conr;:*e-te B*c{ion C if the bi;ilding is located in any of 7-orres A1*,4,10, AE,
AH, A {wist BFE}, VE, V.t-V30, V (with
BFE), pi?, p'!qlA' Afiy,q*, ARIAI 'A30, AfVAH, or AfrfAO, r:r if tf*s certificat*
is being userl lo sup;.n:rt a request for a
LOMA ry LOMR-F- lf the buildirq is lccatred in Zone Ao or Z.=ne A ($ds"tsut BrFl:c*rne,bte
Section E ifist@d- To

ensure ihat all required elevati+ns are ohtaine*i,.ii nr*y tre n*cessary to enter the building'ffar
i*Btanre, if ihe building
has a baseraent or sirnke*r living room, s$it-level construclion, or ma*hin*ry
ane equipmlril.

$ur*oyr:rs rtlay not tre ats*

t* gein ecse$s ts s{t{ne crawlspares to shocl the elevation of the {:rawlsp*r* foer. lf
ie gaitnri, fallow olre of *rese pmceCu6s.

acce-$s fott-re crawlspace is iimiieri or cannclt

'

Use a y*nlstick or hpe n}*ssurs to measure the height hon: tli* fl*ar of the
cralryl*pace lo the 'next fligher floor,.
and then sutxtract the cra'**sp*ce heighl kom the eleva*:n of the "ncxt higher fisor.i
ff there is na access ta the
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(continued)
lnstructions for Completing the Elevation Certificate

the height of the crawlspace to the "next
crawlspace, use the exterior grade next to the siructure to measure
higher floor."

. contact the local floodplain administrator of the community in which the building is located.

The community may have

for the building.
documentation of the elevation of the crawlspace fioor as part of the permit issued

.

to the next higher floor, try to
lf the property owner has documentation or knows the height of the crawlspace floor
verity ihis by iooking inside the crawlspace through any openings or vents.

and a brief description of how the elevation
ln all 3 cases, use the Comments area of Section D to provide the elevation
was obtained.
on construction drawings, a building
Item c.l. lndicate whether the elevations to be entered in this section are based
Elevation Certificate will
post-construction
a
under construction, or finished construction. For either of the first 2 choices,
elevations that can be
those
only
include
be required when construction is complete. lf the building is under construction,
ftom the construction
obtained
provide
elevations
surveyed in ltems c2.a-h. Use the comments area of-section D to
fumaces, hot water
as
such
equipment
and/or
machinery
plans or drawings. select "Finished construction" only when all
and the grading
installed
been
have
equipment
associated
their
ind
heaters, heat pumps, air conditioners, and elevators
around the building is comPleted.
identifier for
Item C2. A field suruey is required for ltems C2.a-h. Most control networks will assign a unique

_each

utilized,
benchmark. For example, the National Geodetic Survey uses the Permanent ldentifier (PlD). For the benchmark
the
indicate
For
GPS
survey,
plD
the
of
benchmark.
the
maintainer
by
provide the
or other unique identifler assigned
On-line
for
an
(CORS)
used
sites
Stations
Reference
Operating
the
continuously
benchmark used for the base station,
Positioning User Service (OPLIS) solrrtion (also attach the OPUS report), or the name of the RealTime Network used.

Also provide the vertical datum for the benchmark elevation. All elevations for the certificate, including the elevations for
Items C2.+h, must use the same datum on which the BFE is based. Show the conversion ftom the field survey datum
used if it differs from the datum used for the BF€ ei'itered in lter-rr B9 and indi<;ate the eonvr-:ision software LIscd. Sl-iow the
datum conversion, if applicable, in the Conrments area of Section D.
For property experiencing ground subsidence, the most recent reference mark elevations must be used for determining
builtling ei*vutirrri=, iia'sucvel, wirr:n :ir;ilsirjence is invoi'"'ud, the BFE shor:ld not be adjusted. Enter elevations in ltems
C2.a*lr '!uihe rrcarest tenih of a foot (neares'r ienth of a nreter, in Puerto Rico).

ftems e2.*:d. Er:ter the building elevations (excluding the attached garage) indicated by the selected building diagram
(ltem A7) in ltems CF +-r. ii theie is an ati.erchi:d garage, errier ii;e elevaii** inr iq}p *i *!:la+i*d garagt-l rlab i* it*:rn il2.C.
(Because eievation for top of atiaci:ed ga;"age siab is sr:li:cxpianutcr;{, attirci}uii iii-:rerg6,= are *ot illur:iri:leli in the
diagrams.i lf the building is iocated iri a V zone or'r the FIRM, compleie ltem C2.c. it the flood zorre rlariiiot be deterrr:ined,
+i,ler al*vati*rrs f+r all of lt*rns C?.+--::" Fcrr !:,*:!d!tr1qs in A zon**, +ievaii+ri* a, ir, ri, ;:nr! r.: sh+ukJ be rir*a:rr"rrc* at the iop
{ri iile f!r:Y!i'- For b::liriings, r:': V zr:reG, *levaiir;n c r}1}.".ji be ir*e+.:ur*d ;:i tir* botii:ni *{ ihe l*r.rrr::si iir:iizontai sttuctural
n-reriiber':f lh+ tlr:i-:r i*+ d;awirrg i;el+w). For truildings t:ievalrrd oi1 a crawisf,)ace, Diagiains I and S, enler the elevation

BUILDING ON PILES,
COLUMNS

PIERS, OR

NFIP Elevation Certificate lnstructions
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lnstructions for Completing the Elevation Certificate (continued)
of the top of the crawlspace floor in ltem C2.a, whether or not the crawlspace has permanent flood openings (flood
vents)" lf any item does nof apply to the building, enter "N/A' for not applicable.
Item G2.e. Enter the lowest platform elevation of at least 1 of the following machinery and equipment items: elevators
and their associated equipment, fumaces, hot water heaters, heat pumps, and air conditioners in an attached garage
or enclosure or on an open utility platform that provides utility services for the building. Note that elevations for these
specific maehinery and equipment items are required in order to rate the building for flood insurance. Local floodplain
management ofiicials are required to ensure that all machinery and equipment servicing the building are protected
from flooding. Thus, local officials may require that elevation information for all machinery and equipment, including
ductwork, be documented on the Elevation Certificate. lf the machinery and/or equipment is mounted to a wall, pile,

etc., enter the platform elevation of the machinery and/or equipment. lndicate machinery/equipment type and its
general location, e.9., on floor inside garage or on platform affixed to exterior wall, in the Comments area of Section D
or Section G, as appropriate. If this item does not applyto the building, enter "N/A" for not applicable.

Items C2.f-g. Enter the elevation of the ground, sidewalk, or patio slab immediately next to the building. For Zone
AO, use the natural grade elevation, if available. This measurernent must be to the nearest tenth of a foot (nearest
tenth of a meter, in Puerto Rico) if this certificate is being used to support a request for a LOMA or LOMR-F.

Item C2.h. Enter the lowest grade elevation at the deck support or stairs. For Zone AO, use the natural grade
elevation, if available. This measurement must be to the nearest tenth of a foot (nearest tenth of a meter, in Puerto
Rico) if this certificate is being used to support a request for a LOMA or LOMR-F.
SECTION D

-

SURVEYOR, ENGINEER, ORARCHITECT CERTIFICATION

Complete as indicated. This section of the Elevation Certificate may be signed by only a land surveyor, engineer, or
architect who is authorized by law to certify elevation information. Place your license number, your seal (as allowed by
the State licensing board), your signature, and the date in the box in Section D. You are certiSing that the information on
this certificate represents your best efiorts to interpret the data available and that you understand that any false
statement may be punishable by fine or imprisonment under 18 U.S. Code, Seetion 1001. Use the Comments area of
Section D to provide datum, elevation, openings, or other relevant information not specified elsewhere on the cefiificate.
SECTIOTT

E.

BUILDING ELEVATION INFORMATION (SURVEY NOT REOUIRED}
FOR ZONE AO AND ZONE A (WTHOUT BFE}

Complete Section E if the buitding is located in Zone A0 or Zone A (without BFE). Otherwise, complete Section C instead.
nnaturalgrade."
Explain in the Section F Comments area if the measurement provided under ltems E1-E4 is based on the

Items El.a and b. Enter in ltem E1 .a the height to the nearest tenth of a foot (tenth of a meter in Puerto Rico) of the top
of the bottom floor (as indicated in the applicable diagram) above or below the highest adjacent grade (HAG). Enter in
Item E1.b the height to the nearest tenth of a foot (tenth of a meter in Puerto Rico) of the top of the bottom floor (as
indicated in the applicable diagram) above or below the lowest adjacent grade (LAG). For buildings in Zone AO, the
community's floodplain management ordinance requires the lowest floor of the building be elevated above the highest
adjacent grade at least as high as the depth number on the FIRM. Buildings in Zone A (without BFE) may qualiff for a
lower insurance rate if an engineered BFE is developed at the site.

Item E2. For Building Diagrams 6-€ with permanent flood openings (see pages 8-9), enter the height to the nearest
tenth of a foot (tenth of a meter in Puerto Rico) of the next higher floor or elevated floor (as indicated in the applicable
diagram) above or below the highest adjacent grade (HAG).
Item E3. Enter the height to the nearest tenth of a foot (tenth of a meter in Puerto Rico), in relation to the highest
adjacent grade next to the building, for the top of attached garage slab. (Because elevation for top of attached garage
slab is self-explanatory aftached garages are not illustrated in the diagrams.) /f fhis item does not apply to the building,
errter "N/4" for not applicable-

Item E4. Enter the height to the nearest tenth of a foot (tenth of a meter in Puerto Rico), in relation to the highest
adjaoent grade next to the building, of the platform elevation that supports the machinery andlor equipment senricing the
building. lndicate machinery/equipment type in the Comments area of Section F. lt thLs item does not apply to the
building, enter "N/A" for not applicable.

NFIP Elevation Certilicate lnstructions
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lnstructions for Connpleting the Elevation Certificate {continued}
Itern E5, For those cornmunities where this base flood depth is not available, the community will need to determine
whether the tcp of the bottom floor is elevated in accordance with the cornmunity's floodplain management ordinance.
sEcTloN

F

-

PR0PERTY OWNER {OR OWNER"S REPRESENTATTVE} CERTIFICAT|OH

Complete as indicated. This section is provided for certification of measurements taken by a property o\r/fler or property
ownefs repre$entative when responding to Sections A, B, and E. The address entered in this section must be the actual
mailing address of the property owner or property ownels representative who provided the information on the certificate.
SECTION G

-

COMMUNITY INFORIiiATION (OPTION,AL)

Complete as indicated. The csmrnunity offlcial who is authorized by law or ordinance to administer the cornrnunity's
floodplain rnanagement ordinance can complete Sections A, B, C (or Ei, and G of this Elevation Certificate. Section C
may be filled in by ihe local official as provided in the instructions below for ltern G1. lf the authorized community official
completes $ections C, E, or G, cornplete the appropriate item(s) and sign this seetisn.
Check ltern

Gt if Sectian C is completed with elevation data from other documentation that has been signed and sealed

by a licensed surveyor, engineer, or architect who is ar:thorized by law to certify elevation information" lndicate the
source of the elevation data and the date obtained in the Cornrnents area of Section G" lf you are both a comn:unify
official and a licensed land surveyor, engineer, or arehitect authorized by law to certify elevatiorr information, and you
performed the actual survey for a building in Zones A1-A30, AE, AH, A (with BFE), VE, V1-V30, V (with BFE), AR, AR/
A, AR/A1-430, AR/AE. ARTAH, or AR/.AO, you must also complete Section D"
Check ltem G2 if information is entered in Section H by the community for a building in Zone A (without a FEMA-issued
or community-issued BFE) or Zone AO.
Check ltem G3 if the information in tterns Grrc10 has been completed for comnnunity floodplain managemenl purposes
to document the as-built lowest ffoor elevation of the building. Section C of the Elevation Certifrcate records the elevation
of various building components but does not deterrnine the lowest floor of the building or whether the building, as
constructed, complies with the community's ffoodplain management ordinance. This must be done by the community.
Items G4-G{0 provide a way to document these determinations.
Itern G4. Fermit Number" Enter the pennit number or other identifier to key the Elevation Certificate to the permit issued
for the buitding"
Item G5. Date Pen"nit lssued. Enter the date the permit was issued for the building.

Item G6. Date Certificate of Compliance/Occupancy lssued. Enter the date that the Cedificate of Compliance or
Occupancy or similar wriften official docurnentation of as-built lowest floor elevaUon was issued by the cornrnunity as
evidence that all work authorized by the fioodplain development permit has been completed in accsrdance with the
community's floodplain rnanagernent laws or ordinances.

Item G7. New Construction or Substantiat lmprovernent. Check the applicable box. "Substantial lmprovement" rneans
any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a building, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50
percent of the market value of the building before the start of construction of the improvernent. The term includes
br"rildings that have incuned substantial damage, regardless of the actual repair work perfonrned.

Item G8. As-built lowest floor elevation. Enter the elevation of the lowest floor (including basement) when the
construction of the building is completed and a final inspection has been made to confirm that the building is buitt in
accordance with the pern'rit, the approved plans, and the ccr-nmuni$'s floodplain management laws or ordinances"
lndicate the elevation datur^n used.

Item G9. BFE. Using the appropriate FIRM panel, FIS Frofile, or other data source, locate the property and enter the
BFE {or base flood depth} ot the building siie. lndicate the elevation datum used.

Itern GI0" Comrnunitys design flood elevation. Enter the elevation (including freeboard above the BFE) to which the
cornmunity requires the lowest floor to be etevated. lndicate the el*vatisn datum used.
Enter your name, title, and telephone number, and the narne of the ccln:rnunity. Sign and enter the date in the
appropriate blanks"

NFIP Elevation Gerti{icate lnatructions
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Building Diagrams
The following diagrams illustrate various types of buildings. Compare the features of the building being certified with
the features shown in the diagrams and select the diagram most applicable. Enter the diagram number in ltem A7,
the square footage of crawlspace or enclosure(s) and the area of flood openings in square inches in ltems A8.a*c,
the square footage of attached garage and the area of flood openings in square inches in ltems A9.a-c, and the
elevations in ltems C2.a-h.
ln A zones, the floor elevation is taken at the top finished surface of the floor indicated; in V zones, the floor elevation
is taken at the bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member (see drawing in instructions for Section C).

DIAGRATI

DIAGRAM 1A

lB

All slab-on-grade single. and multiple"floor buildings
(other than split-level) and high.rise buildings, either
detached or row type (e.9., townhouses); with or
without attached garage.

All raised-slab-ongrade or slab.on-stemqnall.with-fi ll
single- and multiple-floor buildings (other than split-

bistingulshing Feature - The bottom floor is at or above

Distinguishing Feature

ground level (grade) on at least 1 side."

level), either detached or row type (e.9., townhouses);
wlth or without attached garage.

- The bottom floor is at or above
ground level (grade) on at least 1 side."

DIAGRAU2A

DIAGRAM 2B

All single- and multiple{oor buildings with basement
(other than split level) and high.rise buildings with
basement, either detached or row type
(e.9., townhouses); with orwithout attached gamge.

Distinguishing Feature - The bottom floor (basement
or underground garage) is below ground level (grade) on
all sides."

All single- and muhiple-floor buildings with basement
{other than split-level) and high-rise buildings with
basement, either detached or row type
(e.9., townhouses); with or without attached garage.
Distinguishing Feature - The bottom floor {basement or
underground garage) is below ground level (grade) on all
sides; most of the height of the walls is below ground level
on all sides; and the door and area ofegress are also
below ground level on all sides.*

* A floor that is below ground
level (grade) on all sides is considered a basement even if the floor is used for living purposes, or as an office,

garage, workshop, etc.

NFIP Elevation Certificate lnstructions
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Building Diagrams
DIAGRAM 3

DI,AGRAM 4

All split.level buildings that are slabon-grade, either
detached or row type (e.9., townhouses); with or without
attached garage.

All split{evel buildings (other than slab-ongrade),
either detached or row type (e.9., townhouses); with or
without attached garage.

Distinguishing Feature - The bottom floor (excluding
garage) is at or above ground level (grade) on at least
1 sido.*

Distinguishing Feature - The bottom floor (basement
or underground garage) is below ground level (grade) on
all sides.*
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DIAGRAM 5

DIAGRAM 6

All buildings elevated on piers, posts, piles, columnsr
or paraltel shear walls. No sbstructions below the
elevated floor.

All buildlngs elevated on piers, posts, piles, columns,
or parallel shear walls with full or partial enclosure
below the elevated floor.

Distinguishing Feature

Distinguishing Feature - For all zones, the area below the
elevated floor is endosed, either partially or fully. ln A Zones, the
partially or fully enclosed area below the elevated floor is with or
without openings** present in the walls of the enclosure. lndicate
information about enc{osure size and openings in Section A
Property lnformation.

- For all zones,

the area below the

elevated floor is open, with no obstruction to flow of floodwaters
(open lattice work and/or insect screening is permissible).

-

*
**

A floor that is below ground level (grade) on all sides is considered a basement even if the floor is used for tiving purposes, or as an office,
garage, workshop, etc.

An "opening' is a permanent opening that allows for the ftee passage of water automatically in both directions without human intervention.
Under the NFIP, a minimum of 2 openings is required for enclosures or crawlspaces. The openings shall provide a total net area of not less than
1 square inch for every square foot of area enclosed, exduding any bars, louvers, or other covers of the opening. Alternatively, an lndividual
Engineered Flood Openings Certification or an Evaluation Repo( issued by the lntemational Code Council Evaluation Service (CC ES) must be
submitted to document that the design of the openings will allow for the autornatic equalization ot hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls. A
window, a door, or a garage door is not considered an opening; openings may be installed in doors. Openings shall be on at least 2 sides of the
endosed arga, lf a building has more than 1 enalosed area, each area must hav6 openings 1o allow floodwater to directly enter. The bottom of
the openings must be no higher than 1.0 foot above the higher of the exterior or interior grade or floor immediately below the opening. For more
guidance on openings, see NFIP Technical Bulhetin 1.

NFIP Elevation Certificate lnstructions
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Building Diagrams
DIAGRAM 7

I)IAGRAM 8

All buildings elevated on full-story foundation walls
with a partially ortully enclosed area below the elerated
floor. This includes walkout levels, where at least'l side
is at or above grade. The principal use of this building is
located in the elevated floors of the building.

All buildings elevated on a craudspace with the floor of
the crawlspace at or abov€ grade on at least t side,
with or without an attached garage.

Distinguishing Feature - For all zones, the area below the
elevated floor is enclosed, either partially or fully. ln A Zones, the
partially orfully enclosed area below the elevated floor is with or
without openings** present in the walls of the enclosure. lndicate
inforrnatlon about enclosure size and cpenings in Section A

Distinguishing Feature - For all zones, the area below the first
floor is enclosed by solid or partial perimeter walls. ln all A zones,
the crawlspace is with or without openings& present in tlte walls
of the crawlspace. lndicate information about craYvlspace size
and openings in $ection A - Property Information.

-

Property lnformation.

DIAGRAM 9

All buildings (other than sptit-level) elevated on a eub.
grade crawlepace, \rith or without attached garage.
Distinguishing Feature -

The bottom (crawlspace) floor is below
ground level (grade) on all sides." (lf the distance from the crawlspace
floor to the top of the nex{ higher ffoor is more than 5 feet, or the
crawlspace floor is more than 2 feet below the grade ILAGI on all
sides. use Diagram 2A or 28.)

.

A floor that is betow ground level (grade) on all sides is considered a basemeni even if the floor is used for living purposes, or as an office,
garage, workshop, etc.

** An "opening" is a permanent opening that allows for the free passage of water automatically in both directions without human intervention.
Under the NFIP, a minimurn of 2 openings is required for enclosures or crawlspaces. The openings shall provide a total net area of not less than
1 square inch for every square foot of area enclosed, excluding any bars, louvers, or other covers ef the opening. Alternatively, an lndividual
Engineered Flood Openings Certification or an Evaluation Report issued by the lntemaiional Code Council Evaluation Seruice (lCC ES) musl tle
$ubmitted to document that the design of the openings will allow for the automatic equalization of hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls, A
window, a doo., or a garage door is not considered an opening; openings may be in$talled in doors. Openings shall be on at least 2 sides of the
enc{osed area. lf a building has more than 1 enclosed area, each area must have openings to allow floodwater to directly enter. The bottom of
the openings must be nc higher than 1.0 foot above the higher ol the exterior or interior grade or floor immediaiely below the opening. For more
Bulleti: 1.
suidance on openings, s:e NFIP

l::lniY
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