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:

THE INTENT OF THIS SIGNAGE MASTER PLAN is to provide a series of design criteria which

provide guidance for the way signage, identity and branding are to be designed, constructed, and placed
at Fort Tuthill County Park. These criteria include size, location and quantity. Construction details for
existing signs are included within the appendix, it is anticipated that new signs will use similar materials
and methods of construction, which will be developed as the sign plan is implemented. For other signs,
such as the entry monument, the plan provides conceptual drawings with size, location and quantity
information. As the plan is implemented, the Coconino County Parks and Recreation Department (CCPR)
will provide detailed drawings for each of these signs to be submitted as part of the permit process.
The plan will be implemented in accordance with the principles outlined
within the overall Fort Tuthill County Park Master Plan,
approved by the County’s Board of Supervisors in 2013.
The guidelines located within this Master Plan are applicable
to all new signage and the modification or reconstruction of any
existing signage located throughout Fort Tuthill County Park.
Signage will be reviewed for its compatibility with the guidelines
and criteria contained within the Master Plan. The Parks and
Recreation Commission and/or Department Staff may interpret
the Plan with some flexibility in their application to specific signs/
projects during the approvals process, as not all design criteria
may be applicable for each new sign, identity or brand element.
Additionally, this Signage Master Plan is intended to compliment the
latest amended version of the Coconino County Zoning Ordinance,
specifically section ‘16.9-5 Signs in the OS Zone’ by providing an additional
level of clarity so that confusing or undesirable situations and/or applications
may be properly mitigated.

EXISTING CO

NDITIONS:

FORT TUTHILL COUNTY PARK is nestled among the ponderosa pines, just 3 miles south of the City
of Flagstaff. The 413-acre regional park is the home of the annual Coconino County Fair and a nationally
recognized outdoor amphitheater. It also features several equestrian facilities and racetrack, military
museum, campground, picnic areas, tennis courts and miles of scenic trails.
This wealth and diversity of facilities and amenities within the park demand different levels of attention
from different user groups. A current inventory of signage within the park was developed to detail the
location, condition and type, as well as, act as a resource for the consultant team to determine their
existing uses.
The existing sign criteria, established in the 1995 Master Plan, established a hierarchy of four categories
(entry, directional, facility and informational) and called for standardized designs and color schemes. In the
time since that plan was adopted, these criteria have not been followed and/or enforced leading to a cluttered
appearance of varying signage sizes, locations and themes. Individual concessionaires have installed their
own unique signs which have further led to a diversity of sign types, materials and fabrication methods.
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ES:

THE MAIN GOAL of this plan is to build upon the recently completed overall Fort Tuthill County Park
Master Plan by providing further guidance on the acceptable level of signage required at both County
and privately operated facilities within the park. Due to its size and myriad of uses, there are many
challenges for the park to achieve an overall cohesive signage plan.

With this in mind, the following series of goals and objectives should be used to guide and most
importantly, serve as a benchmark to which all existing and future signage should be evaluated:
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SOME VISITORS to the Park may realize that the site was

initially developed as a summer camp by the Army National
Guard, due to the existing structures on-site. However, it
was also an important stop on the railroad for Northern
Arizona’s extensive logging industry. This background has
provided a strong conceptual theme for many past design
implementations. This historical sense of place; military
camp, railroading and forestry should remain an inspiration
and be included, in some form or fashion, within all identity
and signage elements.
While the Park is so closely associated with the City of Flagstaff through
its location and event schedule, it is in fact, a regional park, operated and
maintained by the Coconino County Parks and Recreation Department.
This fact is sometimes lost within individual vendor branding and should be
emphasized on all Park and event identity and signage moving forward.
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To aid visitors in identifying and locating the Fort Tuthill facilities and/or events,
the signage system should succinctly provide essential information to assist in
wayfinding, park delineation, and destination identification in a way that supports
the Park’s identity.
Signs located within Fort Tuthill County Park should be:
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THIS MASTER PLAN provides an overview of the proposed signage system for Fort Tuthill County Park

which is intended to act as one cohesive unit in order to emphasize the unique history and character of
the area. With proper placement and type, visitors to the park will be able to find their way in a clear and
efficient manner. Signage types have been organized by application and established based on existing
conditions, past and current master plan guidelines and staff input.
All successful signage systems consist of three types of signs; directional, identification and informational.
Directional signs provide immediate information to users and act as a thread between entrances,
destinations and key decision points. Information on directional signs should be simple and visually
organized for easy navigation. Identification signs indicate the name and function of a place or facility and
are typically located at the beginning or end of a route. Informational signs situate pedestrians to their
surroundings.
The plan provides construction details for signs currently used by CCPR. Other signs, such as the
entry monument and vehicular directional, have not been designed but locations, sizes and quantities
have been identified in the plan. “Conceptual” renderings for these signs are also provided with the
understanding that as the plan is implemented, CCPR will submit construction plans for each as part of the
permit process. Construction details for these signs will be developed in accordance with the information
provided in this plan.
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Entry Monu

The layout of signage must be designed to assist vehicular traffic to
a parking area, and then direct visitors by foot to find the destination
or facility for which they are looking. The approach to the number
and placement of signs will be conservative to keep visual clutter
to a minimum. This system will provide an enjoyable experience
for visitors as well as an environment relatively free of signs. The
hierarchy of signage elements, which follows, will identify the park
boundaries, provide directional orientation and informed wayfinding
throughout the park.
ment Conc

ept

VEHICULAR
OFF-SITE SIGNAGE:

Off-Site Signage has the potential to guide drivers off of highways and major thoroughfares toward the park.
While not currently part of the park’s existing inventory, high visibility signage along heavily traveled routes,
such as, Interstates 17 and 40 offer an excellent opportunity to inform visitors, who would not normally be aware
of the park, about programs, facilities and/ or events. Staff should investigate these placement opportunities
with the Arizona Department of Transportation, the City of Flagstaff and other applicable jurisdictions to review
availability and cost feasibility.

ENTRY MONUMENTATION:

Entry Monumentation announces to visitors that they have arrived and should be designed to reflect the character
of the park. This use of a distinct design vernacular, or theme, will establish the park’s cohesive identity and set
the tone for the user experience. Entry Monumentation shall be broken into three site specific categories which
each reflect the function and scale of the location (Primary, Secondary and Tertiary)

PRIMARY

SECONDARY

TERTIARY
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DIRECTIONAL:

Directional signs are located along interior vehicular routes to guide visitors toward the desired facility
or amenity. Vehicular Directional Signs are located between the Entry Monumentation and Destination
Signage to assure users they are moving in the correct direction. Primary Directionals will be located at
major vehicular intersections within the park. Secondary Directionals are to be located between the Primary
Directionals and individual destinations in the park.

PRIMARY DIRECTIONAL

SECONDARY DIRECTIONAL

REGULATORY:

Vehicular Regulatory signage will be used to indicate and/ or reinforce all traffic laws (stop, yield, posted
speed limit, etc). Vehicular Regulatory signs will be per Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
criteria.

PEDESTRIAN
DESTINATION:

These signs mark a Destination so that it is visible from a vehicle.
The signs should be located in front of specific park facilities to let
visitors know that they have arrived.

BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES:

DESTINATION

All Buildings and Structures in the park should be clearly identified.
Signage should be of an appropriate scale, complementary with the
existing architecture and be visible to visitors both on foot and in
vehicles. Due to the character of the Historic Fort District within the
larger context of the park, signage within the Historic District will be
period appropriate and unique to the District.

BUILDINGS & STRUCTURES
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WAYFINDING:
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Gateway:
Similar to Entry Monumentation but on a pedestrian scale, Gateway signage announces to visitors, who enter
on foot, bike or horseback, that they have arrived at the park. Gateways should be reflective of the character
and theme of the park and should visually orient visitors to the park with a map, destination and regulatory
information.
Kiosk:
Kiosks are located along pedestrian routes near destinations and should visually orient visitors to the park with
a map, destination information and updates on current park events.

GATEWAY

KIOSK

Trail Junction:
Trail Junction signs should be placed at the intersections of all park trails and pedestrian routes to clearly identify
the correct direction of travel. Signs should include information on not only the trails, but also orient users to
facilities and amenities.
Trail Marker:
Trail Markers should clearly mark the location and distance traveled along all park trails and pedestrian routes by
utilizing different colors and/or graphics for each individual route.

TRAIL JUNCTION

TRAIL MARKER
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Interpretive and Regulatory:
These signs should be located strategically to identify important cultural
and/or historical aspects of the park, as well as, regulate behavior in
places open to the public. All content should be unique to the park’s
character whenever possible.
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THE SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS at Fort Tuthill are unique within

INTERPRETIVE & REGULATORY

the entire County. On one hand, Fort Tuthill is a rustic park featuring
wooded areas, trails and opens space. As such the signage needs to
be complimentary to those conditions and uses. On the other hand,
Fort Tuthill is home to the County Fair, Amphitheater, numerous large
events and several independent contractors hosting commercial
operations. Annually, Fort Tuthill sees the largest crowds in Northern
Arizona with approximately 100,000 visitors. Appropriate signage is
necessary to make these events and operations successful.
Given the somewhat conflicting signage requirements within the park,
this sign plan seeks to balance the need for subdued signage in the
context of a rustic park, and the need for informational and promotional
signage to make our events and operations successful.

BANNERS AND PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE

BANNERS & PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE
Banners and Promotional Signage are considered to be semipermanent signs affixed to objects such as buildings or fences. The
function of these signs is to provide information about an amenity or
concession such as the Military Museum. In addition to information, these signs may also be used to provide
screening and enclosure for a use area, such as at Flagstaff Extreme. The period of time for installation of
these signs is the duration of the season of operation. The criteria for the design and installation of these
signs includes:
• Maximum size and height to be per the Signage Type Matrix
• Signs are to be located interior to the park, only within the
defined use areas for respective amenities concessions
and not be visible from the street or public right-of-way
• Signs are to be in place only during the approved use period
and are to be removed at the end of the season
• Graphics, layout, sign content, location and means of
attachment are to be approved by CCPR prior to any
installation

VENDOR SIGNAGE

Vendor Signage is considered to be temporary signage used
for special events, such as a concert at the Amphitheater or an
event on the Fairgrounds. The function of these signs is to provide
information or promotion for specific events and event sponsors.
The period of time for installation of these signs is typically less

nage

ig
Vendor S
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than a week. The criteria for the design and installation of these signs includes:
•
•
•
•
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Maximum size and height to be per the Signage Type Matrix
Signs are to be removed by the installer immediately after the event
Signs are to be located interior to the park, only at designated locations
Graphics, layout, sign content, location and means of attachment are to be
approved by CCPR prior to any installation

TEMPORARY VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN:

Special programs and/or events may require additional levels of wayfinding
signage (both vehicular and pedestrian) to direct visitors to specific areas of
the park which may not be required during normal park operation. While only
temporary in nature, this signage must comply with the same guidelines outlined
for permanent signage and complement the overall park identity. Any event
specific signage must be removed immediately upon the event’s completion.
Any temporary signage within the guidelines of this Master Plan will not be
subjected to the county’s permitting process.

SIGNAGE TYPE MATRIX

TEMPORARY

Sign Type

Maximum
Width

Maximum
Height

Maximum
Square
Footage

Quantity*

Informational

48’

12’

576

n/a

• Primary

Identification

30’

8’

240

2

• Secondary

Identification

15’

8’

120

1

• Tertiary

Identification

8’

8’

64

1

• Primary

Directional

5’

7’

35

7

• Secondary

Directional

3’

6’

18

26

Informational

n/a

n/a

n/a

varies

Destination

Identification

3’

6’

18

14

Buildings and Structures

Identification

3’

2’

6

n/a

• Gateway

Identification

8’

8’

64

7

• Kiosk

Informational

5’

6’

30

17

• Trail Junction

Directional

2’

6’

12

41

• Trail Marker

Directional

1’

4’

4

varies

Informational

2’

6’

12

varies

Program Element

VEHICULAR
Off-Site Signage
Entry Monumentation

Directional

Regulatory

PEDESTRIAN
Wayfinding

• Interpretive and Regulatory

BANNERS, PROMOTIONAL, VENDOR AND SPECIAL EVENT
Banners and Promotional Signage

Informational

90’

6’

540

varies

Vendor Signage

Informational

n/a

n/a

n/a

varies

Directional

3’

6’

18

varies

Temporary Vehicular and Pedestrian

*Quantities are reflective of the fully implemented Master Plan
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PARK IDENTITY ZONES:

Complementary to the overall wayfinding program, special use zones have been proposed
which enhance the visitor experience. Similar facility and amenity types have been grouped
together, when possible, to simplify user destinations. For example, visitors looking for the
Flagstaff Extreme Course will be directed towards the Adventure Zone within the park, where
they will find their ultimate destination. The use of appropriate color and symbology to identify
these individual zones will strengthen the overall implementation of the recently completed
overall Fort Tuthill County Park Master Plan and ultimately its usability.

IMPLEMENTATION:

The County’s goal in establishing this plan is to achieve an attractive and accessible park with
facilities and amenities which are easily identifiable by visitors and informs them of applicable
rules and current events, as well as, park elements and history. This plan establishes a
framework for the provision of a cohesive system of signage.
Prior to fabrication and installation of any sign or identity feature, a complete set of construction
shop drawings with detailed layout, materials, typography and graphics shall be submitted
to the County for review and approval. These documents will be checked for appropriate
signage placement, scale, color and theme. Proposed sign content must be brief, consistent
and conform to the guidelines described within this document.
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Welcome To

Fort Tuthill
County Park

